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'BEACONS BURN AGAIN'
(After A. E. Housman)
In 1977, on the eve of the Queen's Silver Jubilee, my father amazed us all by breaking with the habit of a lifetime,
which had led him to avoid taking to the roads on a bank holiday, and announcing that he would take us all to
Windsor for the lighting of the first of a chain of beacons. I knew the famous poem by A. E. Housman about the
lighting of a beacon in 1887 for Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, and so it seemed to me that this was something
historic. We all stood at the side of the Long Mile in Windsor Great Park and saw the royal cavalcade drive past
with every member of the Royal Family and, at the back, the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh lit up in the back
of the royal car rather, I thought, like goldfish in a bowl. The brightness of her smile and of the whole occasion
remains with me vividly to this day.
Jubilees and royal spectacles have become rather more frequent, of course, in recent years. Ten years ago,
many of us were at the top of Chockbury Lane for the lighting of Cradley's beacon for the Diamond Jubilee, and
doubtless many will be again this year. There's a day of celebration around Mathon Church on the Friday, a
concert at Cradley in the evening, a day-long Jubilee celebration at Queenswood in Cradley on the Saturday, a
supper in Storridge Village Hall in the evening and a picnic on Cradley church lawn on Sunday 5th after the
Family Service for the Jubilee and for the Feast of Pentecost, formerly known as Whitsun, in the morning.
Those who are accustomed to the services of the Book of Common Prayer, used in both Storridge and Mathon,
are familiar with the prayers for the sovereign which are read at every service. St. Paul tells us to pray regularly
'for sovereigns and all in authority,' that under them we might be 'godly and quietly governed'; though I notice that
at Westminster Abbey and at the Chapel Royal at Windsor, under the Queen's direct control, the prayer that she
might 'overcome and vanquish all her enemies' has disappeared, doubtless at Her Majesty's own request. These
prayers of course belong to the age in which they were written, and to a moment in the church's history when the
authority of Rome had been replaced in England and in Wales by the authority of the crown, creating an
interesting relationship between church and state with which not everyone is comfortable to this day. Her Majesty
the Queen remains both 'Queen and Governor', as the 1662 Prayer Book has it: Governor, that is, of the Church
of England, a title carefully crafted to avoid any suggestion that the Head of the Church could be anyone other
than Christ, 'our Lord'.
There may be time on another occasion to argue the pros and cons of the relationship between Church and State,
and the establishment of the Church of England, and there's a good deal to say about both. Forgive me now if I
bow out simply by paraphrasing the words of A.E.Housman, and marking that it is seventy years, now, that 'God
has saved the Queen'!
Your Rector,
ROBERT WARD
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CHURCH SERVICES JUNE 2022
* Please check our pew sheets and parish websites to confirm details of live-streamed services nearer the time of
each in case details change.
Wednesday 1

10:00 a.m.
16:30 p.m.

Holy Communion (said)
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Cradley
Benefice

Sunday 5
Pentecost/
BCP Whit Sunday

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Live-streamed Service from the Rectory
Parish Communion (BCP)
Family Service for the Royal Jubilee
Evensong

Benefice
Mathon
Cradley
Storridge

Wednesday 8

10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion (said)
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Cradley
Benefice

Sunday 12
Trinity Sunday

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Mattins
Live-streamed Family Communion
Evensong

Storridge
Cradley
Mathon

Wednesday 15
Eve of Corpus Christi

10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion (said)
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Cradley
Benefice

Sunday 19
First Sunday
After Trinity

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Mattins - Lay led
Holy Communion
Morning Service (Lay led)
Live-streamed service

Mathon
Storridge
Cradley
Benefice

Wednesday 22

10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion (said)
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Cradley
Benefice

Sunday 26
Trinity 2

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Shorter Mattins
Mattins - Lay led
Parish Communion
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Mathon
Storridge
Cradley
Benefice

Wednesday 29

10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion (said)
Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory

Cradley
Benefice

CHURCH SERVICES JULY 2022
Sunday 3

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Live-streamed Service (Lay led)
Parish Communion (BCP)
Family Service
Evensong

Benefice
Mathon
Cradley
Storridge

FROM THE REGISTERS
Service of Prayer and Dedication after Civil Marriage
18 April

Ashley and Natalie Anderson
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Cradley

MATHON CHURCH
READERS
5 June
12 June
19 June
26 June
3 July

Mrs Seymour
Mrs Cutler
Mrs Crouch
Mr Crouch
Mr Walker

SIDESMEN
5 June
12 June
19 June
26 June
3 July

Mr Crouch
Mrs Pugh
Mr Crouch
Mrs Seymour
Mrs Pugh

Mr Crouch
Mrs Armitage
Mr Vivian
Mrs Seymour
Mrs Pugh

The Speaker on 19 June is the Rev. Preb. George
Howe
K.B.S.

STORRIDGE CHURCH FLOWERS

MATHON CHURCH MATTERS

5 June
12 June
19 June
26 June

Thanks are expressed to David McKerracher
(Treasurer), Paul Seymour (Secretary) and all other
members of the PCC for their work over the past
year, and also to the flower arrangers and church
cleaners. You are very much appreciated.

Mrs R. Thomas
Mrs R. Thomas
Mrs C. Washbrook
Mrs C. Washbrook

A final reminder – the Mathon Platinum
Experience will take place on Friday 3rd June – a
ploughman’s lunch in the church/churchyard at 1.00
p.m. followed by a Treasure Hunt (on foot) suitable
for adults and children and tea and cake back in the
church/churchyard. Please make sure you have
got your tickets – contact Sally (01886 880155) or
Karen (01684 541943) – see separate notice.

On Saturday 25th June, from 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
the following Mathon gardens will be open:-

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 28th June at
Roy and Jo Smallwood’s Oakleigh Lodge, Chapel
Lane, starting at 7.30 p.m. The guest speaker will be
Doreen Porter, who spent her working career as a
solicitor at various local authorities around the country. Her final appointment was with Worcester City
Council. It sounds a very interesting evening.

Harcourt Barn, Harcourt Road, WR14 4DW
Mathon Lodge, Harcourt Road, WR14 4DW
Yew Tree House, WR13 6EW
Little Rundle End, WR13 5PW
Stonehouse Farm, WR13 5PS
(See separate notice.)

As always anyone is welcome to attend our meetings - if you require any further information, please
do contact us.

Refreshments, plants and raffle tickets will be
available in the church/churchyard. Toilet
facilities will also be available at the church.

ALAN & ANGELA JAMEISON
01684 592600

SP
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Mathon’s Contribution to the Three Villages’
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
FRIDAY 3 JUNE
‘A MATHON PLATINUM EXPERIENCE’
1.00 p.m. Ploughman’s Lunch in Church/Churchyard
Followed by

A TREASURE HUNT
on foot and suitable for adults and children

Followed by Tea and Cake back in the Church/Churchyard
£10 for an adult £25 for two adults and two children
Any other accompanying
children aged between five and ten £5.00
Tickets available from

Sally 01886 880155 or Karen 01684 541943
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CRADLEY SURGERY NEWSLETTER
Dr Patsy Dye

Dr Chris Spruce
JUNE 2022
Summer Health Tips: At the time of writing, we have
had a few days of beautiful weather already this year
and are optimistically looking forward to the onset of
‘Flaming June’. The surgery would like to remind
everyone not to forget sunscreen, especially between
the hours of 10 and 4 or whenever your shadow is
shorter than you are!

ARRS roles (Additional Roles Reimbursement
Scheme): The NHS continues to encourage
supportive community staff who, although operating
with the surgery, work mostly in the community and
across two or more surgeries. Their remit is health
needs which are not strictly doctor/nurse/medical. At
Cradley surgery we have:

Please make sure your elderly relations have a fan
to help with heat and keep up with fluid intake.

• A social prescriber, Amy Roberts, who is in the
surgery on Thursdays.

The NHS Choices website summer health page
carries very helpful information on staying safe in the
sun, how to cope in hot weather, tips for keeping
young children safe and information on insect stings
and bites.

• Off-site pharmacists who help us find patients who
might slip through monitoring, or who wish to
reduce medication burden for example
• A health and well-being coach, Louise Jepson,
who is in the surgery on Fridays.

If you need early medication for a holiday, the
dispensary can do this with some notice, but please
don't leave it too late. We can also provide travel
vaccinations and advice. Travel Risk Assessment
forms are available from reception or to download
from our website.

• Physiotherapists, both off- and on-site who can
give advice urgently then arrange ‘hands-on’
follow up, or discuss with the doctors about
imaging if it is thought necessary
• Mental health practitioners - this is still being set
up. Watch this space.

Every year Dr Patsy issues a plea to not move large
plant pots without help – they are heavy and the back
pain they cause can ruin your summer. It’s just too
tempting to do it right now, isn’t it!

• A Physician’s Associate - many of you have seen
Tanya but sadly she has taken a job nearer her
home and has left the surgery, she will be missed.
A PA is more medical and works with the doctors.
We hope to have a new PA in post soon!
• The ‘frailty’ team – Sev and Sian who help with
people who need more care in the home. They
work with Amy and Louise.

Repeat Prescriptions: We have noticed that a lot of
our new patients are requesting repeat medications to
be issued within a few days. If you have a repeat
medication that you order each month, would it be
possible for you to leave a repeat request with us
upon collection of your items? This helps you by not
having to make two journeys to the surgery and we
can have it ready on the shelf for you to collect.

The surgery has a monthly multi-disciplinary team
meeting so that we are all aware of high need patients
and we can get together to share best management.
This meeting is also attended by the district nurses
and palliative care experts. There is a lot that goes on
behind the scenes!
Social Prescriber- Amy Roberts: Our social
prescriber here at Cradley is Amy Roberts.

Alternatively, you can order your repeat prescriptions
online using your patient access. Please ask any of
our dispensary team for more information.

There are lots of factors that affect our health and
wellbeing. Herefordshire social prescribers work
alongside the doctors and other healthcare
professionals in your surgery to help you access nonmedical support within your local community. They
can help you to identify what’s important to you and
support you to form links with local community
services and sources of help. The aim is to empower
you to take control of your life. Social prescribers are
located throughout Herefordshire. Please speak to
your surgery if you feel you would benefit from being
referred.

Routine Appointments: Management and the
doctors at the surgery are aware and very concerned
about the waiting time for routine appointments. We
thought that it would settle down after appointments
opened up after the pandemic but it hasn’t. We are
not sure why. It is true that a significant number of our
consultations are managing people who are on long
NHS waiting lists for secondary care, and this is going
to continue. It is enough to have significantly changed
our formerly good waiting times. We are working on it.
Are our GPs like the Queen and unable to express a
political opinion? Well, the government promised an
extra 5,000 GPs by 2020. That’s all we’re saying.

Surgery staff can talk to you about social prescribing
and help to identify how it may be able to support you.
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They can make a referral on your behalf. Your local
social prescriber will aim to contact you within two
weeks to discuss your referral. You will be able to
talk to them over the phone, meet at the practice or
in the community - whichever meets your needs.
“Trip Advisor”: Many of our patients make lovely
comments about the surgery to us individually. We
would really like it if you would share your views by
leaving us a review on the NHS Choices website.
Simply go to www.nhs.uk and enter Cradley Surgery
in the search bar. Alternatively, you can access the
link on our website www.cradleysurgery.nhs.uk
Thank you in advance for taking the time to review;
positive feedback means a lot to the doctors and
staff and gives us a real boost in morale.
ZOE MASON
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STORRIDGE JUBILEE SUPPER
SATURDAY, 4 JUNE
7.00 FOR 7.30 p.m.
STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL
A choice of meats and vegetarian options *
with homemade salads
A choice of desserts
Cheese and Biscuits
Tea/Coffee


BAR, RAFFLE and LUCKY TICKET DRAW

Table Quiz to test your Royal and General Knowledge

ALL FOR £10 PER HEAD— BY TICKET ONLY
Available from JACKY (01886 832566) or
CHRIS (01886 880628)

* Please inform Jacky and Chris of dietary requirements at
the time of booking.
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A LITTLE POEM

MATHON PARISH HALL

So true it hurts

Another year has passed
and we’re all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter
and winter seemed much colder.
There was a time not long ago
when life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand
about living in the past.

We used to go to weddings
football games and lunches.
Now we go to funeral homes
and after funeral brunches.

EXERCISE CLASS
THURSDAYS

We used to have hangovers
from parties that were gay.
Now we suffer body aches
and while the night away.

10.00 a.m to 11.00 a.m.
Do join us at our friendly exercise class:
a tutored routine designed for the mature individual,
covering the whole body and focusing on stretching.

We used to go out dining
and couldn’t get our fill.
Now we ask for doggie bags
come home and take a pill.

You’ll feel more flexible rather than exhausted!
£5 per session

We used to often travel
to places near and far.
Now we get sore bottoms
from riding in the car.

For further information ring Sue on
01886 880541.

We used to go to nightclubs
and drink a little booze.
Now we stay at home all night
and watch the evening news.
That, my friend, is how life is
and now my tale is told.
So, enjoy each day and live it up
before you’re too dammed old!
Contributed by CHRIS ORFORD
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EXCERPTS FROM PARISH
MAGAZINE

URGENTLY NEEDED!

Cradley Parish Magazine July 1911

The Newsletter team is looking for a
volunteer/volunteers to join our small
friendly team. To keep the delivery of
your newsletter running smoothly, we
need:

The Coronation of King George V and Queen Mary
took place on 22nd June 1911. Along with the rest of
the country Cradley, Mathon and Storridge
celebrated.
Mathon’s celebrations.

A DISTRIBUTOR
in the A4103 area

Church bells began at twelve. There was a service in
the Church at two. We adjourned to Pigeon House
Meadow which always looked pretty with the old Oak
in the middle and the Church in the background. At
2.30 the men, to number of a hundred, sat down in a
tent provide by Mr Mason of Colwall to an excellent
cold luncheon. Towards the end the King’s health
was drunk with enthusiasm. At about 4 o’clock ladies
enjoyed a very good meat tea, about ninety sat
down. Then the children had their turn. Each child
was given a Coronation mug. A gramophone played.
After the feasting, the sports followed. Children ran
their different races, then tug-of -war, quoits and
obstacle and sack races etc filled up the rest of the
day. 10 o’clock soon came when the Beacon fire
was lit but the hills were too much wrapped in cloud
for a clear view. The Coronation committee find
themselves with a balance of about £7 in hand.

Could you spare an hour or two at the
end of each month?
Distributors in the Cradley area are given
a small number of copies of the
Newsletter to deliver.
The local co-ordinator divides up and
passes the newsletter to these
distributors at the end of each month.
If you are interested or would like more
information please contact:

Cradley celebrated with Storridge.
Tents were erected in the park belonging to Brook
House Farm. Children from Storridge marched in
procession with their flags waving and met the
Cradley party at the site. The Suckley Excelsior
Band played. The band of ten members received £4.
There were sports, games and refreshments for all.
Five hundred and fifty adults and two hundred
children were catered for. The Red Lion provided
two gallons of beer for the band in addition to seven
gallons of best beer and seven gallons of lemonade.
Other expenses included five shillings for the police
sergeant on duty and one pound for the bell ringers.
Altogether £59 19s 9d was spent on celebrations, all
of which was raised by subscription.

Lin Brighton
lindabrighton@hotmail.co.uk

or 01886 880425

Contributed by JOAN PROSSER
Member of the Heritage Group
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CRADLEY WI
Cradley WI enjoyed a very special meeting on
Monday April 25th, which was third time lucky for our
speaker, Wendy Dashper. Wendy had been due to
speak to us way back in March 2020 (and we all know
what happened then!) and again in February 2022.
Unfortunately, that meeting too had to be cancelled
due to illness, and as the programme for the year had
already been finalised the committee decided to
simply add an extra pop-up meeting to our
programme.

ultimately the UK roasters and blenders. We were
pleased to hear that Millbank has a close relationship
with the growers they support which makes a real
difference to these peoples’ livelihoods. Members and
several guests tried 5 different coffees and inevitably
we all had our preferences, emphasising the benefits
of drinking single varietal coffees rather than blends.
Several of us purchased a bag of our favourite and
went home slightly over-caffeinated, armed with the
knowledge of the optimal storage and brewing
techniques.

This special pop-up meeting was the first of several
extra meetings planned for this year and those of us
able to attend thoroughly enjoyed it. Wendy showed
us her microwave kiln, demonstrating how it works.
We were all able to handle a variety of glass including
dichroic glass and we were shown how she polishes
her finished articles.

Our next meeting is on the Bromyard Downs learning
about the local fauna and flora at 7.00 p.m. on
Wednesday June 1st.
We also have a stall at the Platinum Jubilee fete at
Queenswood on Saturday June 4th from 11.00 a.m. to
6.00 p.m. Come and say hello and join us in
celebrating this very special occasion.

No two items are the same, and Wendy’s work is
exquisite. You may be fortunate to find her at a craft
fair near you during the year. Coffee and cake was
enjoyed at the end of the presentation.

LESLEY GREGORY, Secretary
and JOY EDWARDS, President

Just a few days later, Thursday May 5th, saw Cradley
WI enjoy the welcome return of the annual fish and
chip supper prior to our Resolutions discussion. We
hadn’t enjoyed such an evening together since May
2019, and we all thoroughly enjoyed our fish and
chips and accompanying glass of wine, and also of
course the convivial company.
Our membership has increased in the last few years,
and as several of those present in the hall hadn’t
experienced a Resolutions meeting before, our
President, Joy, began proceedings by explaining the
process giving examples of previous WI Resolutions
and campaigns such as Keep Britain Tidy and Equal
Pay for Equal Work.
With only one resolution to vote for this year,
proceedings took the form of a debate around the
topic regarding the issues facing women and girls with
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Attention Deficit
and Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), with Lesley
Gregory speaking for the Resolution and Joy Edwards
against. Much discussion ensued after two very
compelling arguments, and the votes were counted
ahead of informing our Link Delegate who is to vote
on our behalf at the WI’s Annual Meeting in Liverpool
in June.
On Monday, at our next pop-up event, we invited our
local coffee roasters, Millbank Coffee, who came
equipped to let us try several different coffees from all
around the world. We learnt much about the
relationship between the growers, many of whom are
very small family-run enterprises, their buyers and
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A message from Ellie Chowns
This month I am delighted to start with some good
news! Just this week I have been really pleased to be
able to help get a school bus route altered slightly so
that it can pick up school kids closer to their homes to
save them walking along roads in the dark in winter.

on Facebook and parish noticeboards.
Sometimes I feel like quite a lot of my ward
councillor work involves chasing people on residents’
behalf, and indeed that is a key part of the job! People
email, or phone, or come to see me at my surgery,
and I try to get some action taken. Most of this work is
not very public as it is all about dealing with individual
people’s cases. But it is very satisfying to be able to
help. For example, in the last month I have helped get
action on a planning enforcement case, helped
resolve problems with stuck traffic lights (even though
they weren’t the council’s), helped get answers to
residents’ questions about recycling and composting,
and helped get advice for a local shop.

I was contacted recently by a parent who was
concerned that the DRM bus service (used by some
Cradley children to get to school) was being stopped
with very little notice. I immediately took this up with
the council’s school transport team, who explained
that the DRM bus was a commercial service and it
was DRM’s decision alone to withdraw it. However,
the council does provide another bus, the 674, in
partnership with First Midland. This became more
crowded after the DRM bus stopped – but as soon as
I raised this with the council team, they ensured that a
bigger bus was provided for the route. Also, in
response to a request from parents, the council team
has arranged with First Midland for a change to the
route of the 674 bus, so that from September it will
call at the bus stops at Buryfields and Cradley Church.
This will be really helpful for many kids and families in
that part of the village.

So, I do encourage you, if there’s an issue that
you’re concerned about, to please let me know. I can’t
always promise to be able to resolve it, but I will try!
A quick update too on the last Cabinet meeting at
the end of April: we approved allocation of the
Climate Reserve (£1.3m) to a range of win-win
projects that will help address the climate crisis at the
same time as improving life for residents in tangible
ways. Key projects include an affordable warm homes
project, including skills training for local businesses,
and free home energy audits to identify ways that
residents can save money by reducing heat loss.
We’ll also be funding a schools transport project,
which will provide funding to help schools reduce the
economic, social and environmental costs of the
school run, a nature recovery project, a tree planting
and protection project, work to decarbonise council
buildings, and more investment in electric vehicle
infrastructure. We’ll also be extending the Greener
Footprints
campaign www.greenerfootprints.co.uk which invites
everyone in the county to take a pledge to help the
county become zero carbon and nature rich. All the
projects respond directly to recommendations from
January’s Citizens Climate Assembly, demonstrating
that the council is listening to what local residents
want us to do!

Being able to help get swift action on things like this
is really pleasing – part of the joy of being a councillor!
It’s not always possible to get results so quickly, but I
do try!
There’s good news too in Fromes Hill, where I have
been chasing Balfour Beatty Living Places (BBLP)
since January about the missing signage at the
A4103 / B4214 junction at the bottom of Fromes Hill. I
have now been assured that the new directional signs
will be installed on 15th May, so by the time you read
this the signs should be in place. I’m very glad that
this has finally been addressed – though frustrated
that it took so long. As a temporary measure, BBLP
did install temporary reflective bollards last month,
which seem to have done the trick in terms of
reducing the number of accidents here, and I hope the
new signs will be a permanent solution.
Also on the subject of road safety, I am trying to
arrange a meeting in Cradley regarding Ridgeway
Cross. You may recall that this is another issue I have
been chasing BBLP about for a long time – the longpromised Options Review, looking at a variety of
options for remodelling the Ridgeway Cross junction
to improve safety. Apparently, the review is now finally
almost complete and we should be able to hold a
parish meeting in June where two of the BBLP
officers, plus the council’s Highways Safety Engineer,
will come to present the findings of the Options
Review and discuss their pros and cons with
residents. Please keep an eye out for announcements
of the time and date of that meeting nearer the time

These sorts of projects, like insulating our homes,
demonstrate that what’s good for the planet is the
same as what’s good for people (and good for
people’s pockets too!)

As usual, I’ll close with a reminder about my monthly
ward surgeries (just drop in, no appointment needed):
Bishops Frome Village Centre, 3rd Tuesday of each
month, 1.00-2.30 p.m.
Cradley Village Hall, 3rd Thursday of each month,
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1.00-2.30 p.m.

MATHON PARISH COUNCIL

Alternatively, you can phone me on 01531 670729
(landline) or 07950 714947 (mobile) or email me
at ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
7.00 p.m. 4th May 2022 - Mathon Parish Hall

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Paul Davies,
Melanie Malsbury, Chris Rouse and David Baldwin
(Malvern Hills Trust)

And finally – if you fancy joining me for a bit of litterpicking or sign-cleaning or general spring-cleaning in
the ward, do get in touch and come and join me on
the second Sunday of every month, 10.00 a.m. to 12
noon for my ‘Sunday Service’. I’ll provide litter-pickers
and Hi-Viz!

Chairman’s Annual Report to 31st March 2022
At the start of the year 2021/22 our annual council
meeting was the last to be held via Zoom, as all
subsequent meetings were required to be held face to
face. The council agreed voluntary guidelines for
these to take account of Covid restrictions prevailing
at the time. These included wearing face masks,
providing sanitisation and asking those present to take
a lateral flow test before each meeting.
Our
guidelines will be updated at the next council meeting.

Wishing you all the very best, Ellie
DR ELLIE CHOWNS

FRIENDS OF CRADLEY SCHOOL

Planning: The council has looked at 9 planning
applications this year, some more controversial than
others. Of these, 1 was refused, 4 were approved
and 4 are still awaiting a decision.

Sorry to have missed you in May's Newsletter. We
had a very busy run up to the Easter holidays,
with our Easter colouring competition and guess the
number of eggs in a jar, and guess the name of the
bunny. All the winners were announced and
celebrated at our Easter cafe with hot cross buns for
everyone. It seems a long time ago, but we are very
grateful to all those who supported us, especially for
the donations from Aman and Manusha at Cradley
village store, and from community support at Tesco in
Ledbury and St Peters and Morrisons in Malvern.

Precept: In November we set our budget and precept
for 2022/23. It was decided to keep the precept the
same as the previous year, 2021/22, and to use some
of our reserves to fulfil the budget for 2022/23 which is
greater than our precept.
Footpaths: The footpaths have been walked by our
footpaths officer – Cllr Kate Perkins. We signed up to
the P3 scheme which does not provide funding but it
gives us access to Herefordshire Council for the
supply of gates and stiles to landowners who require
them.

Please do visit us at the village day on June 4th.
There will be a Mini Waggers dog show, bring your
cutest toy dog along, free entry (donations
welcome). Also there are plenty of activities for you to
join in at the FOCS and Teeny Tots stalls. We really
appreciate any help you can give, and if you shop
online, we'd really appreciate your help at no extra
cost to you...

Maintenance: The council pays for the upkeep of the
green and other open space areas by the church and
bridge. Ron Hadley does this work for us and I would
like to thank him for all his hard work especially as
Giga Clear were digging trenches across some of the
areas.

Please take part in Easyfundraising - https://
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
friendsofcradleyschool

Finally, my thanks to Diana Taylor for all her hard
work, and to all the Councillors for attending meetings
when they could with the ever-present threat of Covid
during the past year.

Or feel free to take part in School Lottery https://
www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/cradley-ceprimary-school

Public Question Time: No questions raised.
Close of Meeting: The Chairman thanked all those
present and closed the meeting.

We are really looking forward to seeing you when we
join in the village Platinum Jubilee celebrations on
June 4th.

DIANA TAYLOR (MRS)
Clerk to Mathon PC
Tel: 01684 569430 E-Mail:
dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com
9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern, Worcs WR14 1NL
Website: www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk

Best wishes,
ANNIE, KITTY AND ALL THE FOCS TEAM
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CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER – MAY 2022

DOG POO BINS - SUMMARY OF CONCERNS

The annual meeting of the Parish Council started with
the election of Chair and Vice-Chair for the coming
year. I was appointed Chair and Colin Merker was
appointed Vice-Chair. The recently co-opted
councilor, Paul Aitken, was welcomed to his first
meeting.

• The dog poo bins around the village are at risk
of having to be removed due to misuse by
some dog owners
• The dog poo bins are provided for use by those
walking their dog, who for some reason CANNOT
take their dog waste home for disposal in their
black bag waste.

Working Groups: These were reviewed and the
Communication Working Group has become a
separate group under the leadership of Paul Aitken.
This will offer more opportunities for communication to
and from parishioners. In addition, a Highways
Working Group has been set up also under the
leadership of Paul Aitkin. This group will look at road
safety issues as well as road surfaces. These are
issues that are of relevance to many who live in our
parish and so will be another avenue for concerns to
be raised and actioned.

• They are NOT for the disposal of dog or cat poo
from home.
• Herefordshire Council do not and will not empty
the dog poo bins as they consider it to be the legal
responsibility of dog owners to ensure the safe
disposal of their dog poo.
• The bins are serviced by volunteers from within
the village who empty the bins and put the dog
poo in their own black waste bins.

Sensory Garden: Parishioners who have been to the
Chapel Lane recreation grounds recently will have
noticed the arrival of the benches and planters for the
sensory garden. All that remains to complete the
project are some minor works plus of course the
plants. The whole project will be complete by the end
of June to comply with the grant conditions.

• Despite extensive work, the Parish Council has so
far been unable to find a company that can provide a collection and safe disposal service.
• Some of the dog poo bins are filling up faster than
they can be emptied and although we ask for owners to take their waste home if a bin is full, some
owners continue to force their waste into a bin,
hang it on the bin or leave it around the bin for our
volunteers to clean up.

Dog Poo Bins: There has been increasing concern
about the abuse of this provision throughout the
village of Cradley (there are no bin facilities in
Storridge). The emptying of these bins is being carried
out by volunteers to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.
However, when bins are full to overflowing, they
become a health risk not only to our volunteers but to
the public. We will be circulating leaflets to nearby
properties to ask that dog owners dispose of their dog
poo in their own bins if these bins are full. There will
be a full discussion on the way forward at the June
meeting but in the meantime please think “Don’t
abuse it or we may lose it”.

• THIS BEHAVIOUR IS UNACCEPTABLE. It is
disrespectful to our volunteers to expect them to
clean this up as it is not a pleasant job.
• When a bin is full can we please ask owners to
take their waste home to dispose of. Leaving it at
the bin is not only unpleasant for our volunteers, it
is unsightly and potentially hazardous for our volunteers and others. The bin opposite the shop is a
particular problem.

Clerk Recruitment: There have been no further
applications for the post of Clerk which is part time
averaging 12 hours per week (flexible and mainly
WFH). Full training will be given to achieve CILCA
qualification. If anyone in the parish is interested in the
post or knows someone else who may be, please
contact Lynda Wilcox by email for further information
lynda@halchereford.gov.uk

• The PC would be happy to site other bins in the
Malvern Oaks estate area and other areas where
parishioners believe there is a need, but we also
need volunteers to empty and service them.
• The existing service is only sustainable as long as
it is used sensibly and we have volunteers to
maintain them. Should their current unacceptable
use continue and the health and safety of our volunteers be put at risk, then the PC will have no
option but to remove the bins.

To let us have your views on any of the above or
should you want to consider co-option to the Council
or be a volunteer contact us by email to
clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

TERRY ROBSHAW
Chair – Cradley & Storridge Parish Council
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OPEN GARDENS IN MATHON
ON
SATURDAY 25TH JUNE
10.00 A.M. – 4.00 P.M.
HARCOURT BARN, MATHON LODGE, YEW TREE HOUSE, LITTLE
RUNDLE END AND STONEHOUSE FARM
Refreshments, plants and raffle tickets available in the
church/churchyard
Toilet facilities also available at the church

£5 PER TICKET FOR ENTRY TO ALL GARDENS
CHILDREN UNDER 15 YEARS FREE
Please no dogs except guide dogs

Tickets available from the first garden you
visit
Proceeds in aid of Mathon Church
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POTHOLE OF THE MONTH

EVERGREEN CLUB

Another aspect of driving - traffic lights. Like potholes
they seem to have sprung up everywhere! The A4103
had lights going both towards Worcester and towards
Hereford recently, and the main roads in Malvern are
also plagued by new, temporary ones.
Of course, you love traffic lights! It is estimated that
drivers spend up to 10 % of their travel time waiting at
signals. The world's first traffic light was installed
more than 150 years ago, and was a manually
operated gas-lit signal installed in London in
December 1868 (yes, when you sit in your car
grumbling, it’s a British invention). It had been working
for less than a month when it exploded, injuring its
policeman operator.
It’s hard to come by estimates of the total number of
traffic lights in the country, but I have heard numbers
in the order of 25,000, a quarter of which are in
London. As far as I know, only the UK operates the
red and amber stage before green, but let me know if
you have come across them elsewhere.
In other European countries you might find signals
being switched to flashing amber during night-time,
when traffic flows are very light, to reduce delay time
for the odd traveler around at that time of day. A trial
was considered here in England about ten years ago,
but safety and insurance concerns stopped that idea.
On to potholes. Take a look at this beauty, again in
Chockbury Lane. I hope that you can recognize the
pheasant I have managed to create by carefully
placing a couple of fern leaves.
Feel free to send me your local favourite pothole in
any of the three villages and a little anecdote to go
with it.
TOM VAN VUREN
(tomvanvuren@hotmail.com)

Well, it’s started. The grass cutting ritual is well and
truly ongoing. My husband hates it, especially when
he has to put the fuel in the tank at £1.70 odd a litre.
However, he does enjoy the gardening side of things.
The trench has been dug and the runner beans are in.
Let’s hope there’s no more frosts.
I was very pleasantly surprised by the attendance at
our May Day Bank Holiday meeting on the 2nd. There
were 16 of us present and we spent a good hour
reminiscing about our childhood, where we were born,
schooling, holiday, occupations etc. It was extremely
interesting to hear the diversity in everyone’s stories
but because of the era in which we were all born there
were some similarities in our lives.
We enjoyed a cuppa and a selection of cakes and
shortbread and Jan did our usual raffle. Thanks to
everyone for “mucking in” in our posh new kitchen.

Cherry will be our “speaker” at our next meeting on
Monday May 16th when she’ll be testing our botanical
knowledge.
I’m pleased to report that Jean is making good
progress despite recent setbacks. We all wish her
well. Our thoughts are also with Daphne, Margaret
Billiet, Moira and Jo Davies who has recently lost her
husband.
A little thought or two to finish on:
Give me a sense of humour Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some humour out of life
And pass it on to other folk.

Speak soon, keep safe, lots of love.
CHRIS ORFORD
Club leader 01886 880387

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

The results of the 100 Club draw for May 2022 were:

First
Second
Third

Lucy Allfrey
Jane Batstone
Jeanette Dunleavey

Congratulations to our draw winners. Don’t forget
that you can join the 100 Club at any point during the
year. You will only pay for the months you are
entered into the draw (£12 for the year March to
February or £1 per eligible month).
Please contact me if you would like to be entered
into the draw.
JACKIE WHITE
01886 833802/07785 714034
jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk
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CRADLEY SCHOOL
Class 4’s trip to the RAF Museum, Cosford

Tag Rugby Festival at Ledbury RFC

Class 4 had a fantastic trip to the RAF Museum at
Cosford. They learnt lots and spent some time
drawing a Spitfire. A thoroughly enjoyable day was
had by everyone that went.

We entered two teams from our Years 5 & 6 into the
Westons Tag Rugby Tournament held at Ledbury
RFC. They showed some amazing play and great
teamwork, and all enjoyed the experience very much.
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STORRIDGE WI 1952/53
The February 1952 meeting of Storridge WI
commenced with two minutes silence in memory of
King George VI. The meeting concluded with “God
save the Queen”.

There was a letter from the Health Authorities
emphasising the importance of knowing one’s
National Health Service Number. Extra copies of
Home and Country, the Coronation issue, were
ordered. The Coronation Committee would like three
members to join with members of the Hall and
Football Committees to organise a Whist Drive to be
held in March, tickets 2/6. Offers sought for articles to
be included in a parcel of groceries, also food for
refreshments.

Distribution of new Ration Books will take place on
17th April 2-5pm. [When the Queen came to the
throne in 1952 sugar, butter, cheese, margarine,
cooking fat, bacon, meat and tea were still rationed.]
October 1952: Cradley Parish Council asked for a
member to serve on the Coronation subcommittee.
Coronation celebrations to be run jointly between
Cradley and Storridge. Eventually two members
attended and reported back that a house-to-house
collection would be made in the near future.

March 1953: Two dances were to be held on 10th
April and 24th April at Mathon Village Hall at which
the Beauty Queen and attendants were to be chosen,
at 3/6 a ticket. The money collected to date for the
Coronation celebrations £3 3s 3d for Storridge and £6
16s 9d for Cradley.

Members were asked if they were interested in
having a trip to the Elan Valley on 23rd of the month
when a new dam was to be opened by the Queen

April 1953: A Whist Drive for Coronation funds had
realised £13 2s 0d.

January 1953: Mr Bryant Peers was arranging for
tours of the decorated Coronation Procession Route.
This interested members and it was decided to obtain
estimates for a charabanc trip to London on 18th
June.

May 1953: Miss Margaret Jones was chosen as the
Beauty Queen. Appeal of offers of help with
refreshments on Coronation Day. Old people’s
Coronation supper to be on June 4th.
July 1953: Coronation committee now disbanded.
Thanks to Mr Haywood who helped to make the
Coronation celebrations a success. Coronation Tour
in credit, a refund of 2/- to all who took part. Storridge
WI have received an invitation for six members to
attend Malvern Girl’s College Coronation play.

February 1953: The cost of transport to London and
for a two-hour tour in London would be approximately
20/-. Mr Bryant Peers’ charge would be £3/3/-. (Mr
Bryant Peers, a Research Historian, had an address
in Kensington and states standing up in a coach
shouting so that everybody can hear over the roar of
the engine and the London traffic is very hard work
indeed.) It was suggested that a sandwich lunch and a
high tea would be the most suitable arrangement and
it was decided to book a 29-seater coach for June
18th with Yeoman Tours.

Contributed by JOAN PROSSER
Member of Storridge WI 2022
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NEWS FROM MATHON
PARISH ANNUAL COUNCIL
MEETING
4th MAY 2022 at 7.30 p.m. at Mathon Parish Hall
Malvern Hills Trust (MHT): David Baldwin had sent
the clerk a comprehensive report covering MHT’s
recent activities which had been circulated to all
councillors. Over 50 springs and spouts in Malvern
have been dressed for the Well Dressing Festival by
schools, individuals and organisations. Wells were
dressed to celebrate Malvern’s history and heritage
based round the water cure. This year’s theme was
“Literature.” Dog walkers on the hills have been urged
to take extra care as sheep and their lambs return to
the hills. So far 3 sheep have been killed by dogs and
more have been injured. Livestock worrying is a crime
and the police may be involved. In the worst cases,
the dog may be destroyed. The MHT was running
‘sheep safe’ dog training courses through the spring
and summer. Fishing is permitted on many of the
ponds, lakes and riversides under the care of the
Trust. Hang gliders and paragliders also soar above
the hills. MHT works in partnership with Malvern Hang
Gliding Club who should be contacted before any
flying takes place on the Malverns. Model aeroplanes
and drones require permission to be flown on land
under the care of the Trust. A policy for these
activities has been put together. Sporting events/
activities have to have permission from MHT before
they take place and an application form has to be
completed. Organisers of these events must provide
evidence of their public liability insurance cover
(minimum £5 million)

Appointment of Chairman: Cllr Sam Harte was reelected as chairman for the coming year, with Cllr
Caroline Green being re-elected as vice-chairman.
Year End Accounts: The council noted and approved
the year end accounts for 2021/22 which had been
internally audited. The council is an “exempt” authority
for external auditing purposes as the annual income
or expenditure of the council is less than £25K. The
annual governance statement and accounting
statement were signed by the chairman and the clerk.
Risk Assessment: The council agreed the HALC
model annual risk assessment schedule prepared by
the clerk. The council also reviewed the voluntary
Covid 19 guidelines drawn up by the council in
November 2021, and agreed to delete item (i) which
recommended that all councillors, the clerk, outside
representatives invited to attend the meeting and
members of the public wishing to attend, should take
a lateral flow test within 24 hours prior to the meeting.
Next Meeting Date: Wednesday 6th July 2022 at 7.30
p.m. in Mathon Parish Hall

DIANA TAYLOR (MRS)
Clerk to Mathon PC
Tel: 01684 569430 E-Mail:
dtaylormathonclerk235@gmail.com
9, Lambourne Avenue, Malvern, Worcs WR14 1NL
Website: www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk
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Cradley Platinum Jubilee Fete
Fun Dog Show - Entry Form

- Cradley Jubilee Fete - June 4 - Cradley Jubilee Fete - June 4 -

DOGGIE
INSTRUCTIONS:
1.Think Happy
2. Wag Tail
3. Win Prize
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ON THIS DAY
June 1st 1974: Details of the ‘Heimlich Maneuver’
were published for the first time in the journal
Emergency Medicine. Now known as ‘abdominal
thrusts’ the procedure is intended to treat choking or
upper airway restrictions caused by swallowing
foreign bodies.

newly united Germany. Although Berlin had nominally
remained as capital, the relatively small city of Bonn
had served as the centre of government from 1945.
The parliamentary vote was surprisingly close – Berlin
was chosen by a margin of 338 votes to 320.
June 22nd 1939: Princess Elizabeth, then aged 13,
met Prince Philip at the Royal Naval College in
Dartmouth. This is, reportedly, the meeting which led
to them falling in love. They had previously been
introduced at a wedding in 1934.

June 4th 1989: Protesters in Tiananmen Square in
Beijing, seeking greater political freedom, were
confronted by tanks and troops deployed to restore
order. Some demonstrators were shot while others
were crushed. The Chinese government admitted that
up to 200 civilians died, but other estimates put the
number of dead as high as 10,000. The Chinese
government still suppresses news of the incident with
the result that many younger people in China have no
idea what happened.

June 23rd 2004: Bob Dylan was awarded an honorary
doctorate of music by the University of St Andrews.
June 24th 1441: Eton College was founded by Henry
V1 as a sister institution to King’s College Cambridge.
There are around 1300 pupils, all boys, at the school.
Annual fees are £48, 000 although 250 students
receive some financial assistance. 20 British Prime
Ministers have been educated there, including
Anthony Eden, Harold MacMillan, David Cameron
and Boris Johnson. Princes William and Harry are
also Eton old boys.

April 5th 1815: The Mount Tambora volcano in
Indonesia started to erupt. It was probably the most
intensive volcanic event the world has ever known.
The mountain spewed 12 cubic miles of gases, dust
and rock into the atmosphere. The height of the
mountain was reduced from 13,000 ft to 4,000 ft. The
following year, 1816, was dubbed ‘the year without a
summer’. Low temperatures and heavier than normal
rainfall resulted in crop failures in many parts of
Europe.

June 28th 1914: Archduke Franz Ferdinand was
assassinated in Sarajevo, an event which ultimately
led to the outbreak of WW1 a few weeks later.
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia which it held
responsible for the assassination. This set the
alliance of Austria-Hungary, Germany and Italy on a
path to war against Serbia’s allies, Russia, France
and Britain.

June 8th 793: Vikings plundered St Cuthbert’s
monastery on the island of Lindisfarne. The
monastery was regarded as the place where
Christianity began in England. Many of the monks
were killed or enslaved. In spite of this a Christian
community survived and thrived on Lindisfarne,
moving later to Norham, then to Chester-le Street and
then to Durham in 995.

IAN THOMPSON

April 11th 1964: The Queen invited the Beatles to
attend her birthday party. They did. The following year
they were each awarded the MBE.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES
Send articles and enquiries to

June 13th 1976: Sue Barker won the French Open
tennis championship. She was the top seed and beat
Renata Tomanova of Czechoslovakia in the final. In
1977 she unexpectedly lost to Betty Stove in the
Wimbledon semi-final, missing out on the chance to
play Virginia Wade in the final. She retired from
professional tennis in 1984, having won 15 singles
titles and reached a world ranking of #3.

Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
Send advertisements and notices to

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk

June 14th 1982: Argentine forces on the Falkland
Islands surrendered, bringing to an end the conflict
which had lasted for six weeks. An estimated 250
British lives were lost along with 750 Argentines. The
biggest losses were at sea. The British destroyer HMS
Sheffield was sunk by an Exocet missile and the
Argentine battleship General Belgrano was sunk by a
British submarine.
June 20th 1991: The German government decided to
re-establish Berlin as the centre of government of a
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB – EVENTS FOR JUNE 2022
Join us this month as we bring you a fantastic
program of events to kick off the summer season.
JUBILEE CELEBRATION!
Saturday June 4th 5:00 p.m.
Join us for a street
party style afternoon
tea with lots of cakes,
nibbles and that all
important cup of tea!
The celebration will
continue
into
the
evening with music
and dancing to round
off the night. Entry is
free, so come along,
celebrate and make a night of it.

Our headliner for the night is Nick Page; a seemingly
indestructible, larger than life, award winning English
comic whose life is a series of disasters somehow
turning into unlikely triumphs. No gimmicks, no
PowerPoint, no props and no flipcharts, just stories
and belly-laughs.
There’ll also be performances from Ian Allerston,
Richard Dadd and Gilly Webb – all up and coming
performers. It’s looking set to be a fantastic night –
tickets still available, get yours before they sell out....
£15 including a delicious ploughman’s supper!

BELFAST—Oscar Winning Blockbuster
Saturday June 11th 8:00 p.m. (rescheduled)
Belfast, August 15th 1969.
Surrounded
by
sporadic
violence and growing danger,
nine-year-old
Buddy
finds
himself confronted with the
ugly reality of
sectarian
conflict.
And,
as
the
suffocating stranglehold of
increasing turmoil tightens
around
his
once-peaceful
working-class neighbourhood,
Buddy tries his best to
understand the troubles - after
all, someone must be responsible for forcing people to
flee their homes.

As well as our events, join us any night of the week
for a drink and a chat from 7:30 p.m. Our members’
facilities include snooker, pool, skittles and darts. You
don’t need to be ex-service to be a member; you can
join for around 5p a day and membership includes
annual Royal British Legion membership, a quarterly
magazine and other benefits only available to
members! Why not come along and see for yourself
the benefits of joining, and start planning your local
nights out.

Don’t forget if you’re organising an event, take the
headache out of bar planning and book our outside
bar. For further details please pop in and chat with
Trina or give us a call on 01886 880552. Alternatively,
why not hire all or part of the club for your event.

Now, Buddy's family must come face to face with a
nearly Impossible, life-altering decision: stay or start
packing?

To keep up to date with all our events, see future
copies of the Newsletter, click on the village diary,
subscribe to our newsletter and find us on Facebook.

**COMEDY NIGHT**
Saturday June 18th 8.00 p.m. start
Your MC for the night is the talented comedian Big D.
Opening the show is Josh Elton. Originating from
South Wales, he has been performing comedy since
2015.

We look forward to welcoming you to all our events,
JOANNE
Club Secretary / Treasurer
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OUR PERCEPTION AND THE REALITY OF THE UNIVERSE
One of the quotations on my hall wall says ‘without
imagination we go nowhere’. Everything we describe
is using our imagination, a model in the mind, so there
is a question of what is reality? Last month, I asked
you to imagine the universe as just a surface of an
expanding balloon with only two dimensions. The
observer on the surface is unaware of any other
dimension. While inevitably what we imagine in our
mind is the universe as an expanding balloon seen
from outside the surface, a higher dimension - it
doesn’t exist on the surface universe. The surface
itself has no edge (a continuous surface around onto
itself), all the same. Also in expanding, every point
moves away from every other point as the rubber
stretches, in proportion to the distance, and as we
travel over the surface, we cannot keep up with the
stretching so we can never get round the balloon.
Then the surface appears flat to the traveller and
infinite. We have to suppress the third dimension in
order to make it just a surface, as we cannot imagine
a three-dimensional curved surface. We know the
shape of a ball in three dimensions but we can only
ever see it as a disc in two. In fact, we see everything
in two dimensions which is mapped onto back of our
eyes, as on a TV or computer monitor, and the rest
we fill in with our imagination as three.

In very early times it must have been extremely hot,
to the point it was the same temperature as the stars
and totally opaque. As it expanded it cooled and
electrons could then combine with the protons to form
neutral hydrogen atoms and so it became
transparent, with a burst of energy released at about
300,000 years from the start which we now see
shifted in wavelength by the expansion as the cosmic
microwave background radiation, an effective
temperature or only 3 degrees above absolute zero.
Before that it was ringing like a bell, and only sound
could travel through it; light was just scattered. So, if
we look back to that time, we can see the vibrations
at the transition which are very revealing as to what
the conditions were. The very slight variations in
temperature have a distribution in numbers vs. size
that is consistent with a flat universe. So, we are not
seeing any curved geometry, so agreeing with our
perception of it as an expanding balloon.
It also explains spontaneous creation.
In the
quantum world of particle physics, electrons and other
particles can suddenly appear out of nothing and then
vanish. As I mentioned last time, a higher dimension
object could pass through the two-dimensional
surface and the surface observer will see it as a
boundary coming out of nothing and then
disappearing. Extending to three dimensions it would
appear as a ball out of nothing and then disappearing.
This actually happens. Particle pairs of opposite
charge do appear out of nothing and then annihilate.
This is only fleeting but it is like borrowing energy
from nowhere and paying it back later, where there is
a strict relationship between amount and payback
time. This is going on all around us all the time and is
fundamental to quantum mechanics. In the model of
the balloon, it means the surface is not completely
even and shows slight deviations into another
dimension. The multiple of the amount of energy and
allowed time is Planck’s constant (not zero), so
neither can be zero. The particles remain if the
energy needed is available, e.g., from collision kinetic
energy in the Large Hadron Collider.

I am now going to use this model to answer other
commonly asked questions.
Why is the sky dark at night? It is not obvious
because as we look out, we see more stars, but they
are fainter because of their distance. The dimming of
brightness with distance exactly matches the
increased number. It makes no difference that most
stars are grouped in galaxies rather than uniformly
distributed. Further, so fainter, galaxies are more
numerous so the whole sky would be seen as a
surface of stars at a temperature of thousands of
degrees Kelvin. We would be fried and couldn’t exist.
It is in fact the expansion of the universe that makes
the night sky look dark. The further we look out, due
to the expansion, the faster the galaxies are moving
away. For example, as a car passes on a road,
sounding its horn, the pitch of the sound lowers as it
speeds away due to the stretching of the sound
wavelengths from the increasing time to reach us, and
so the peak brightness of speeding galaxies shifts
from the visible into the infrared and beyond with
increasing distance so we cannot see them, and so
the sky at night is dark.

An analogy is the surface of the universe cutting
through the tops of the waves of a sea in a higher
dimension. Momentarily the water droplets are on the
surface of the universe, and the next moment they
are either above or below and so not seen. This is
consistent with the expanding balloon model. So,
what is reality? To be continued, together with the
perceived surface projection relationship of space and
time.

If we go far enough back, there were no stars as
they had yet to be formed, so the universe is
completely dark and also very small. Further we look
out, the further back we are looking in time, and so
then the expansion seems like a contraction - a film in
reverse, which is why the universe is expanding at the
rate such that it would otherwise collapse due to
gravity and so is always in perfect balance. Like a
pencil balancing on its point forever, that is why it has
neither collapsed nor exploded to infinity in its 13.8
billion years of existence.

C.J. BADDILEY
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** Please send your adverts and notices to Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk**

Working at Height Specialists
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified

Confined Space Contractor
City & Guilds Certified

Industrial:
Silo clean/inspection
Tank clean/inspection
Roof inspection/repair
Gutter clean
Jet washing
Professional drone survey

Confined space consultancy
Confined space audits
Stand by rescue teams
Confined space entry
Cladding repair

Domestic:
Roof repairs
Tree work
Gutter clean

Window clean
Jet washing
Professional drone survey

For a free quote please contact Richie
M: 07968 967 214
E: info@severnaccess.co.uk
W: www.severnaccess.co.uk

R.S.B. DECORATIONS
Professional Painting and Decorating

FABULOUS SELECTION OF SUMMER
FLOWERING PERENNIALS
AND CLIMBERS

All aspects of Decorating undertaken
• Interiors & Exteriors

• Sash Windows

• Wooden flooring
renovation

• Kitchen units
hand painted

• Granite worktop repairs

• End of tenancy
freshen-up

WE ALSO STOCK

• Application of Epoxy
• Specialists in Black &
floor paint for garages,
White, Historic and
cellars, sheds etc.
Listed buildings

Est. 34 years

01905 821453 / 07851 225277
email: roger.bent@btinternet.com
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MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING
COACHING
MASSAGE for your painful
back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet
Plus COACHING enables you to
help yourself when suffering from
Chronic on-going conditions
Relax with Aromatherapy oils
Create a more comfortable life and feel
more in control of your symptoms
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment
FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
01886 880100/07974 400575
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SHAUN’S TYRES,
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS
01684 575480
07557 105233
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH
MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE
WR14 1AT

andysweeps1@gmail.com

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE

Little Growbags Children’s Nursery

Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB
www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday
From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places
Small holiday club : Home cooked food
Friendly, caring and flexible : Safe dropping off and parking

Please call us on 01886 833379

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE
Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs?
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage,
a remedial massage that can give pain relief
to those aching muscles

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist
01886 832641/07968 726651
Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton

Fully Qualified Local Electrician
for all your Household Electrical needs.

Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage
and Sports Therapy Massage

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing.

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark
Williams, for a free quote.

Learn to play…
Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet

All ages welcome

Which trusted

Contact: Baz
01886 880985/07971 247310
barry.strange1@btopenworld.com

www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk

Tel: 07966 984893
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Red Kite

Simon The Plasterer

Pest Control

15 years experience
Quick and Reliable
No Job Too Small
Free Quotes

Combining Tradition and Innovation
For all your local Pest Control requirements
All INSECT, RODENT and
WILDLIFE Pests

Telephone 01886 880399
Mobile 07599 671911

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations
-----------------------——--ALSO-——--------------------

Malvern Computers
IT

TAXIDERMY

Support

I’m interested in purchasing
unwanted pieces of
taxidermy
(for private collection)

Repair, maintain, install and advise
01684 561849 or 07852 474673
malverncomputers@talktalk.net
www.malvern-computers.co.uk

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730

Annie Henderson
Soft Furnishings

ANYONE FOR TABLE TENNIS?
Table and equipment available for use
at

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and
home accessories made using your
own fabric
Alteration service both for soft
furnishings and clothing also available

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

City and Guilds qualified
For a free quotation please contact:

01432 820125
annie@needleseye.me.uk

£7.00 per hour
(Discounts during school holidays)
Contact Liz Kabani for details on

07518 328435
An adult must make the booking and accompany
children under the age of 16 at all times
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Cecilia Hall Dance Centre
Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188
ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
AD U L T D AN C E / F I T NE S S
Mondays

10.40am
11.45am
1.30pm
Tuesdays
9.20am
10.30am
11.30am
1.50pm
3.00pm
Wednesdays 9.10am
10.15am
11.20am
12.30pm
1.45pm
2.50pm
Thursdays 10.00am
11.15am
2.15pm
6.30pm
Fridays
10.30am
11.45am
Sundays
8.45am
10.00am
11.15am

Ballet
FitSteps
Tap
Pilates
Tap
FitSteps
Silver Swans Ballet over 55's
Beginners Tap Dance
Pilates
Modern Jazz Dance
Ballet
Flamenco
Ballet
Pilates
FitSteps
Silver Swans Ballet over 55's
Silver Swans Ballet over 55's
Zumba
Silver Swans Ballet over 55's
FitSteps
Pilates
FitSteps
Beginners Tap

and offering
home visits

Classes must be pre-booked for social distancing.
Lateral Flow Tests required for some classes.
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Three Counties
Chimney Sweep

R K Construction

*Trading Standards Approved*

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept

 Extensions

*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service
*Stove and Liner Installations
*Nest and Blockage Removal
*Stack and Roof Repairs
*Fully Insured

 ground

works
 general building
 maintenance
 landscaping works

Call Ian on:
Tel: 01684 891005 Mob: 07403 277 436
Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep

plus intricate brickwork projects
City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience

Tel: 07774 239932
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com
Cecilia Hall Dance Centre

Paul J. Rowe

Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188
ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN
Tuesdays

3.45 pm
4.15 pm
4.45 pm
Wednesdays 4.00 pm
Fridays
3.45 pm
Saturdays 10.00am
11.00am

PAINTING AND DECORATING
Experienced • Professional
Reliable • Friendly

07815 657472

Ballet
Ballet
Modern/Street
Ballet
Ballet
Ballet
Ballet

2 to 4 years
7 to 9 years
7 to 10 years
Reception & YR1
2 to 4 years
5 to 7 years
3 to 5 years

Occasional Sunday workshops to include Song & Dance/Panto Steps
12 & 19 June and 10 July : 5pm: 1 hour: £6
Classes for all ages Ballet, Modern and Tap.
Performance Groups. Regular shows.
RAD & ISTD Examinations Opportunities to be in professional shows.

Or Facebook
P J Rowe Painting & Decorating

Pussy Cat Cattery

Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic,
safe and calm location for cats only.
Seville Cottage,
Suckley, Worcester,
WR6 5EQ
www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
01886 884867
Viewings are most welcome
www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
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H&J

Pest Control Services
EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED
FULLY INSURED • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED
Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £45
Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet
Moths/Beetles, Ants…

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES
Contact Henry Yardley: 07889 782933

info@hjpc.co.uk

www.hjpc.co.uk

Opening Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

CURTAIN MAKER
SUE BRADFORD
An Experienced Seamstress
with a sense of humour

9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.
CLOSED
9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m.
9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m.
8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m.

Free Parking & Wheelchair Access
Discounts for Pensioners & Children

01886 833522
07812 837936

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Tel: 01531 640799
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk

To advertise contact

ACCESS LIFT HIRE
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk

Jan on 01886 880316
Jackie on 01886 833802
or email:
Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial
installations and internal factory works, etc.
With working heights of up to 9.50m
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings
All have current LOLER certificates
With hire rates from £65 for half day call:

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575
info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk

01531 825236
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THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS 2022
Please let us know if you are planning an event or resuming your activities so we can include your dates.
JUNE
Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Fri
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sun
Sun
Wed

1
1
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
5
8

2.30 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
9.45 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
11.00 a.m.
12 .00 noon
5.00 p.m.
7.00 p.m.
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
2.00 p.m.

Thu
Sat

9
11

10.00 a.m.
8.00 p.m.

Sun

12

2.30 p.m.

Mon
Thu

13
16

2.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.

Thu
Thu
Sat
Wed

16
16
18
22

10.00 a.m.
1.00 p.m.
8.00 p.m.
2.00 p.m.

Thu
Sat
Sun
Mon
Thu
Thu

23
25
26
27
30
30

10.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
2.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

JULY
Wed
Thu
Thu
Mon
Tue

6
7
7
11
12

2.30 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
7.00 p.m.
2.00 p.m.
12.30 p.m.

Wed

13

2.00 p.m.

Thu
Sat

14
16

10.00 a.m.
12.30 p.m.

Wed
Thu
Thu
Sun

20
21
21
24

8.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
10.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

CMS Mothers’ Union meeting.

Cradley WI at The Bromyard Downs- a short foraging walk.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
Lighting of the Jubilee Beacon, Chockbury Lane.
A Mathon Platinum Experience Lunch and Treasure Hunt
“Music for her Majesty” a concert by local musicians in Cradley Church.
Jubilee Fete to be held on the field at Queenswood until 6 p.m.
Exhibition of Royal Memorabilia at Storridge Church, until 4.00 p.m.
Jubilee Celebration at the Royal British Legion, Cradley.
Jubilee Supper, Storridge Village Hall.
Exhibition of Royal Memorabilia at Storridge Church, until 4.00 p.m.
Big Picnic on Cradley Church Lawn, until 3.00 p.m.
CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
BELFAST—Oscar Winning Blockbuster (rescheduled) at the Royal British Legion,
Cradley
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley)
Evergreen Club meets at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley).
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m.
COMEDY NIGHT at the Royal British Legion, Cradley
CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
Mathon Open Gardens, until 4.00 p.m.
Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m.
Evergreen Club meets at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
The Leys Coffee Stop, until noon.

CMS Mothers’ Union meeting.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.

Cradley WI meets at 1, Huntingdon, Cradley for garden meeting
Evergreen Club meets at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley)
CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley).
Faithful City Morris Men will be dancing at the Red Lion
Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m.
Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m.
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Wed

27

Thu
Thu

28
28

AUGUST
Wed
Thu
Thu

3
4
4

Wed

10

Thu
Fri

11
12

Tue

16

Thu
Thu
Tue
Wed

18
18
23
24

Thu
Thu
Sun

25
25
28

2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until noon.

2.30 p.m. CMS Mothers’ Union meeting.
10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
7.30 p.m. Cradley WI meet at The Hop Shed for tour and tasting
2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley)
12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley).
1.00 p.m. Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m.
10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m. Community Coffee Morning in Mathon Church and Churchyard, until noon.
2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members
welcome.
10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until noon.
10.30 a.m. Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m.

Please keep your articles, event notices, diary dates and reports coming in. Please, whenever possible,
email your contributions to the editorial team at:
editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk.
The Newsletter is published monthly in print and also for online subscribers at:
cmsnewsletter.org.uk
Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:
adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. Hard copies can be left in the
Newsletter’s mailbox fixed to the back wall to the left of the village shop in Bosbury Road, Cradley. Every
effort is made to verify the authenticity of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor
anyone connected with its production and distribution can accept any responsibility for errors or
inaccuracies, or for the opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or endorse the services
and products advertised.
The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the
Newsletter, its subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances.
Data may be retained for up to 7 years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by
law. If you would like to find out more about how we use your personal data or want to see a copy of the
information about you that we hold, please contact the Newsletter team on editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
Editorial Team: Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson.
The editor of the May issue will be Robert Colledge.
Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White
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HUNABAN HEATING LTD
Heating Engineers
Worcester Bosch Accredited Installers
Oil, Gas and LPG boilers installed,
serviced & repaired.
Aga and Rayburn cookers serviced & repaired.
Landlord Gas Safety Inspections completed
Heating systems upgraded.

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley,
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ
Tel 01886 880260/07771 998238
hunabanheating@btinternet.com

Simon Thompson
Locksmith
Local trustworthy service by
retired police officer.

‘don’t get stung’

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST
TREATMENT
TEL: 07968 982111

Doors opened, new locks fitted
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews
Fixed prices and all work guaranteed.

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk

To advertise in the Newsletter
please contact
Jan on 01886 880316
Jackie on 01886 833802
or email
adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk

BED & BREAKFAST
at
QUEENSWOOD, CRADLEY
http://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
all rooms ensuite

To book

please phone

Pauline or Stuart Diplock

01886 880078

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON
Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271

•
•
•

* Forestry and fencing contractors
* Haulage and mechanical excavation
* Round timber purchased

* Timber cut to size
* Tree advisory service
* Tree surgery specialists

* Firewood logs for sale

* Saw mills

Plumbing
Bathrooms
Kitchens

•
•
•

Tiling
Maintenance
General Building
Work

Friendly, Honest and Reliable
Service.
Call Tim Diplock on
07930 500955
timdiplock@gmail.com

