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JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM 

'Dominus Flevit' 

When Jesus came within sight of the city, he wept over it, saying: 'Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You who kill the 
prophets and stone those who are sent to you. How often have I longed to gather you together, as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you would not.' Jerusalem, here, stands for so many cities, nations, human 
communities, riven by faction and dispute, by fear and greed and self-seeking. Jesus grieves over the spectacle 
spread out before him, looking down from the hill traditionally known as Dominus Flevit, over the Temple complex; 
Herod's palace and the Roman governor's H.Q., right alongside it; the old city stretched out around and below it. 

Dominus Flevit: the Lord wept. And, we might imagine, he weeps still. 

In the weeks leading up to Easter, during Lent, we accompany Jesus as he travels up to Jerusalem, leaving 
behind the green territories of Galilee, where he and most of his disciples were raised, to face the increasingly 
dry, hard and stony paths that lead at last to the city. In that city, the hub of the religious and political life of his 
people, he faces his destiny. 'Get away from here,' they tell him, 'for Herod seeks to destroy you.' His answer: ‘Go 
and tell that fox from me...I must be on my way today and tomorrow and the day following; for it cannot be that a 
prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.'  

This Lent, the world has travelled into very hard and dark places indeed. The news broadcasts coming out of 
Ukraine since 24 February have made us all step back and reappraise. No sooner are we emerging from two 
years living with the fear of covid - a fear not entirely vanquished, even now - than we are faced with the need to 
face what had seemed unimaginable just weeks before: war within Europe, the fear of the last half century, a 
major war between East and West, suddenly nearer to reality than most of us might have imagined. People on our 
own doorsteps, figuratively and literally, whose families and lives have been thrown into turmoil by Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine. The countries involved are countries, like our own, where the events of Holy Week and 
Easter are part of the culture and inheritance of their society. The churches in Russia and Ukraine are branches of 
the Eastern Orthodox tradition. Much as there are tensions and differences between them, just as there are 
between the churches of the West, they all keep company with the Lord, in these weeks, contemplating and re-
living the events which gave birth to Christian faith. 

Dominus Flevit - the Lord wept. Yet, 'Weep not for me,' he says to the women of the city, as he makes his way to 
Calvary on Good Friday, carrying his cross. 'Weep for yourselves, and for your children. If this is what they do 
when the wood is green, what will they do when it is dry?' 

Our bishops encourage us to spare a moment each day whilst these troubles last, to pray for Ukraine and for 
peace. They suggest 6.00 p.m. Many I suspect will find other times. Many will want to do something more than 
pray. Our Lent appeal is for Médecins sans Frontières - Doctors without Borders - working on the ground in 
Ukraine, and in other places of extreme need, providing medical aid. Amazingly they go on with that work, and will 
go on doing so, whatever happens. Donations can be made via our churches- cheques made out to 'CMS 
Benefice Account', which we can then forward- or you can make donations direct to the charity itself. 

What happens beyond the darkness is a mystery. The promise of Easter, familiar to East and West alike, is that 
beyond the desolation is the assurance of a new configuration- a new order - which does not yet appear. This 
Lent, Holy Week - and Easter - the world needs that Easter Hope as much as ever. 

Your Rector, 
ROBERT WARD 
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Church Services in April 2022 

Sunday 3   9:30 a.m. Live-streamed Service of Mattins Benefice 
5th Sunday of Lent 9:30 a.m. Parish Communion (BCP) Mathon 
 10:45 a.m. Parish Communion Cradley 
 6:00 p.m. Evensong Storridge 

Wednesday 6  10:00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6:30 p.m. Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory Benefice 

Sunday 10  9:30 a.m. Mattins with Blessing and Distribution of Palms Mathon 
Palm Sunday 9:30 a.m. Shortened Mattins with Blessing and Distribution  
   of Palms (TBC) Storridge 
 10:45 a.m. Procession of Palms from the War Memorial followed by  
   Live-streamed Family Holy Communion Cradley 

Wednesday 13  10:00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6:30 p.m. Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory Benefice 

Thursday 14  7:00 p.m. Live-streamed Eucharist of the Last Supper with Procession  
Maundy Thursday   and Vigil Watch Cradley 

Friday 15  10:00 a.m. Live-streamed from the Rectory Morning Service (said) Benefice 
Good Friday 2:00 p.m. Meditation for the Last Hour on the Cross Storridge 

Sunday 17  9:30 a.m. Family Service with Shortened Communion Mathon 
Easter Day 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion Storridge 
 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion for Easter Day with activities - including 
  an Easter Chicken-and-Egg Hunt! - for children  Cradley 
 11:00 a.m. Live-streamed service (Lay led) Benefice 

Wednesday 20  10:00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6:30 p.m. Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory Benefice 

Sunday 24  9:30 a.m. Shorter Mattins - Lay led Mathon 
2nd Sunday of Easter 9:30 a.m. Mattins - Lay led Storridge 
 10:45 a.m. Parish Communion Cradley 
 6:00 p.m. Live-streamed service of Evening Prayer (Lay led) Benefice 

Wednesday 27  10:00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Cradley 
 6:30 p.m. Live-streamed Evening Prayer from the Rectory Benefice 

 

 Edition Editor: Ian Thompson, telephone 07712 527224 

 Rector: The Revd Robert Ward, telephone 01886 880438 

 Treasurer: Emily Hodkin, telephone 07811 905492  

 Advertising: Jan Dampney, telephone 01886 880316  

  Jackie White, telephone 01886 833802 

Cover photo this month taken by Jackie White 
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MATHON CHURCH MATTERS 

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, on June 3
rd

 a 
Mathon Platinum Experience will be held, 
commencing with a Ploughman’s Lunch at 1.00 
p.m. in the church/churchyard, followed by a 
Treasure Hunt (on foot) suitable for adults and 
children and Tea and Cake back in the church/
churchyard – please see separate notice. It is 
advisable to get your tickets early. 

Another date for your diary – Mathon Open 
Gardens, Saturday June 25th, 10.00 a.m. – 4.00 
p.m. Details of this event will appear in the next 
Newsletter. 

SP 

MATHON CHURCH 

READERS 

 3 April Mrs Cutler Mr Walker 

 10 April Mrs Pugh Mrs Crouch 

17 April Mr Walker Mrs Pugh 

24 April Mrs Armitage Mr Vivian 

 3 May Mrs Seymour Mr Crouch 

SIDESMEN 

 3 April Mrs Cutler 

10 April Mrs Pugh 

17 April Mrs Walker 

24 April Mrs Cutler 

 3 May Mr Crouch 

K.B.S. 

NEWSLETTER COVER PHOTOS 

We are always on the lookout for photos that we could 
use on the cover of the Newsletter. If you have photos 
of local people, places or activities that you would like 
to see featured on our front cover, then please email 
them to us - adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk . Ideally, 
we like to use pictures appropriate to the season and 
we need to have them 4-6 weeks before our 
publication date, so we’re now looking for pictures for 
the May and June issues. Have a look through your 
collection or get out and about with your phone or 
camera. Send us your shots and don’t forget to 
include your name and a few words about who, what, 
where and when. To keep us on the right side of 
copyright law we also need you to confirm that you 
own the copyright (i.e., you took the photo) and give 
us your permission to use it. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

EDITORS 

CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE 

DEFIBRILLATORS 
We would like to point out that the three defibrillators 
in Cradley and Storridge are in operation (by dialling 
999). The VETS scheme is suspended until further 
notice. We apologise for any misunderstanding 
caused by its inclusion in an earlier edition of 
the Newsletter.  

mailto:adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk
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CSPC 
UPDATE ON DOG ACCESS AND 

DOG FOULING IN PARISH COUNCIL 
PLAYING FIELDS 

The Council would like to thank those parishioners 
who have taken the time to raise their concerns over 
the apparent change in policy by the Council in 
relation to dogs in the playing field at Chapel Lane. 

We wish to make it clear that the Parish Council 
HAS NOT changed its policy in relation to dogs and 
the Chapel Lane playing fields.  It appears that a 
person or persons unknown, have taken it upon 
themselves for some reason to remove the “No Dogs 
Allowed” sign that has been clearly displayed at the 
entrance to the playing fields for many years now. 

The Parish Council is making arrangements for this 
sign to be replaced as soon as possible. 

This incident has however, raised a very important 
issue in relation to dogs and the health and welfare of 
everyone, in particular children and young people, 
using the playing fields at Chapel Lane and Buryfields. 

The Council has already agreed to a package of 
improvements for the Buryfields play area and is 
progressing arrangements to partially enclose the 
children’s play equipment so that dogs can be 
excluded from that area. 

While we continue to progress those works and 
replace the signage at Chapel Lane to restore the 
status quo, the Council has agreed to commission a 
full review of the arrangements for managing the issue 
of dogs and the potential for dog fouling across all its 
assets at Chapel Lane, Buryfields and Crumpton Hill 
village green. 

This review will clarify the issues of historic Byelaws, 
Dog Control Orders and Public Space Protection 
Orders and offer proposals for the Council to consider 
on how best to address these important matters. Our 
work may involve further consultation where Council 
believes there is a need to seek specific parishioners’ 
views.  We are aiming for our review to be brought 
back to Council in June 2022.   

If you have any comments or suggestions you would 
like us to consider in our work, please feel free to 
contact us by phone or email at:   

Contact Details: Parish Council Clerk:   
Email – clerk@cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Phone: 07591 299749  

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

The Storridge Village Hall 100 Club has just drawn the 
first winning tickets of its third year, and the results 
were announced at the Annual General Meeting on 
March 15

th
. The 100 Club raised over £1300 for each 

of the first two years but, perhaps not unsurprisingly 
with the year we have had, the figure is a little lower 
for the third year at just over £1100, which is still a 
brilliant result, for which the committee thanks 
everyone who has joined. 

At the AGM Derek Scully told everyone about the 
renovations that the committee had approved and had 
carried out during lockdown: lowered ceiling, double-
glazed windows and new radiators in the main hall will 
all help keep it warm and improve the energy 
efficiency, aided also by a new boiler being fitted very 
soon. The carpet on the ground floor has been 
replaced, and possibly the biggest refurbishment 
project is to be carried out next month: the kitchen is 
to be completely updated. The committee is very 
grateful for the grants Herefordshire Council made 
available during the lockdowns and to the people who 
joined the 100 Club whose subscriptions have been 
used to turn the hall into a desirable venue for parties, 
gatherings and fitness activities. Of course, the 
Jubilee Supper will be held here on June 4th (see 
separate notice and article). 

The winners of the March 2022 100 Club were: 

1
st
 prize Diane Fry 

2
nd

 prize Matthew White 
3

rd
 prize Mark Higgins 

Congratulations to them. Tickets are still available 
(you will only pay a pro rata amount of £1 per month), 
so if you are interested, please get in touch. You can 
join online via our website, or you can phone, text or 
email me for details. 

JACKIE WHITE 

www.storridgevillagehall.com 
jackie.white@hotmail.co.uk 

01886 833802/07785 714034 
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STORRIDGE JUBILEE SUPPER 

SATURDAY, 4 JUNE 

7.00 FOR 7.30 P.M. 
A CHOICE OF MEATS AND VEGETARIAN  

OPTIONS WITH HOMEMADE SALADS 
A CHOICE OF DESSERTS 

CHEESE AND BISCUITS 

TEA/COFFEE

 
BAR AND RAFFLE 

 
TABLE QUIZ TO TEST YOUR ROYAL  

AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
 

ALL FOR £10 PER HEAD— BY TICKET ONLY 
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 1 MAY 

 
FULL DETAILS ON HOW TO GET THE 
HOTTEST TICKET IN TOWN IN NEXT 

MONTH’S NEWSLETTER) 

ONEACHORD IS LOOKING FOR A 
NEW MEMBER 

  

OneAchord performing at Cradley village hall October 2021 

We are an amateur band who enjoy playing traditional 
as well as contemporary ‘foot tapping’ folk songs. We 
perform in local venues and festivals, most recently 
locally at the Folk at the Falcon event in Bromyard in 
December and Cradley village hall in October. Most of 
the songs in our repertoire are fun to sing along to and 
include traditional songs, such as The Golden Vanity 
and The Mermaid as well as contemporary songs 
such as Galway Girl and Cousin Jack. Our aim is to 
have fun. Videos showing the band’s music can be 
seen on our website oneachord.co.uk.  

Sadly, Marc and Andy have left the band and so we 
are currently looking for new members and particularly 
a drummer/percussionist and a second vocalist/
instrumentalist. Do you have a drum kit in the loft that 
needs dusting off and exercising? Do you play an 
instrument that you think might complement our 
band? We'd love to meet you. 

 

If you think that an opportunity like this is for you, 
please get in touch and email 

peter@peterwarner.co.uk 

PETER WARNER 

mailto:mar.ainsco@btinternet.com
mailto:peter@peterwarner.co.uk
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CRADLEY DOG SHOW 

Saturday June 4
th

  

Bring along your dog to join in all the fun of the 
Cradley Platinum Jubilee Fete. See page 17 for full 
details. 

Enter now to secure your place: 

Cradleydogshow@hotmail.com 

Categories: 

• Waggiest Tail 

• Cutest Puppy (under 12 months) 

• Golden Oldie (7+) 

• Best Junior Handler 

• Best Rescue Dog 

• Most Regal Dog 

You can enter as many categories as you wish, £1 
per category, payable on the day. 

Registration is from 11.00 a.m. and the show runs 
from 11.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 

CLARE GOGERTY 

I found this beauty on Chockbury Lane. A judiciously 
placed fern leaf makes it look like a penguin. Oh yes, 
you can have fun with potholes, too! And I expect that 
after the road closures along Bosbury Road potholes 
on the surrounding network will only have got worse. 

We all grumble about the amount of traffic on the 
roads, traffic jams into Worcester or on the Southern 
Bypass towards the Carrington Bridge. But it’s easy to 
forget how many extra cars there are on the road, and 
how much car ownership per household has changed 
in the past decades. 

National statistics from the Department for Transport 
show that in 1950 there were only 4 million cars in 
Great Britain. The population was just under 50 
million, so car ownership was less than 100 cars per 
1,000 people.  

In 2019 the population had increased by just under a 
third to around 66 million people, but the number of 
cars had increased by a factor of 8, to almost 32 
million vehicles. That means that car ownership has 
increased five-fold to almost 500 per 1,000 people. It’s 

POTHOLE OF THE MONTH 

not surprising that the roads are fuller! By the way, in 
the USA car ownership is more than 800 cars per 
1,000 people, but in Hong Kong it’s less than 100 per 
1,000 people. 

Another stark statistic is just how much we drive in 
those cars. In 1950 29 billion miles were driven on the 
roads, by 1970 this number had already risen to 125 
billion miles and nowadays it’s around 350 billion 
miles, more than 10 times the 1950 value. Most of that 
is on motorways, the first one of which opened in 
Lancashire (now the M6) in 1958.  

But there is good news too. The number of 
casualties in road crashes has fallen by two-thirds 
since 1980, even though we drive twice as much. A lot 
of this is due to the compulsory use of seatbelts, safer 
road layouts, a reduction in drink-driving and of course 
enormous improvements in car design. England 
actually has one of the best road safety records in the 
world. 

Feel free to send me your local favourite pothole and 
a little anecdote to go with it. 

TOM VAN VUREN 

 (tomvanvuren@hotmail.com) 
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STILL VIRAL LOGGERHEAD 

I SUP JULEP BEER 

Storridge WI, the Church and Village Hall Committee 
are joining forces to host a Jubilee Supper on the 
evening of Saturday, June 4

th
. 

After supporting the fete in Cradley we hope you will 
come to Storridge Village Hall to enjoy a three-course 
supper of a ham and chicken salad (or vegetarian 
option), desserts and cheese and biscuits, all for £10.  

A Royal table quiz is being planned to test your 
knowledge of the years from 1952 to the present day 
(including anagrams – have you solved the heading 
yet?). 

We hope it’s a warm, sunny evening so that you can 
enjoy an aperitif in the hall’s garden before sitting 
down for the meal at 7.30 p.m. 

We have decided that all the profits from our 
community event will go to the local food banks. 

Tickets will be available from the beginning of May, 
so look out for further details in the next Newsletter 
and don’t miss out on a fun night out. 

JACKY PYE AND CHRIS WASHBROOK 

Heating oil tanks have the potential to store thousands 
of pounds worth of oil, and are often located in remote 
areas. This can make them an attractive target for 
thieves. The chance of being targeted by thieves is 
relatively low, but becoming a victim of heating oil 
theft is a costly, inconvenient and upsetting 
experience.  

In order to steal heating oil, thieves will usually 
decant, syphon or pump oil from your tank into other 
containers. They might use this oil themselves, or sell 
it on. There have even been reports of criminals 
selling stolen oil back to the victim. Opportunistic 
thieves might target tanks that they spot whilst out and 
about, whereas more organised criminals use tools 
such as Google Maps to identify homes with oil tanks 
in their gardens. Another tactic used by would-be 
thieves is following oil delivery vehicles in order to 
identify homes with full tanks.  

Data from police forces across England suggests 
heating oil theft is most prevalent in the first three 
months of the year when tanks are likely to be full and 
the days are short. Also, the price of heating oil 
fluctuates, and when the cost of oil is high, heating oil 
becomes a more attractive asset for thieves to try and 
steal. However, thefts occur year-round, so it pays to 
be vigilant at all times. 

Ways to avoid heating oil theft 

• Place your tank as far away from the road as 
possible. You don’t want opportunistic thieves to 
spot your tank while driving by nor do you want to 
facilitate a quick getaway. 

• If your tank is exposed, it's a good idea to conceal 
it with a fence, wall, plants or trellis. Just make 
sure to leave enough room for servicing, 
maintenance, and oil deliveries. 

• If possible, install a roof over your tank. This will 
prevent thieves from spotting it on satellite images 
and targeting your home. 

• Consider placing a gravel path up to and around 
your tank. This is a relatively easy and cost-
effective tip. The gravel will create a noisy route 
that could spook trespassers — or even alert you 
to their presence. 

• Locate your tank in a position that is visible from 
inside your home. The potential of being spotted 
and caught is a huge deterrent for thieves. If your 
tank is visible from inside your home, you could 
also consider additional security measures so 

thieves think you’re at home even when you’re not. 
For example, you could use lightbulbs on a timer 
or leave the radio on when you go out. 

If your tank is already installed, think about tank 
cages, good lighting and CCTV cameras. Installing a 
simple good quality lock would deter most thieves as 
removing it would be a noisy and time-consuming job. 
A really good and inexpensive option is using 
camouflage. Foliage and netting could be used for 
this, and would hide the tank from the road and from 
Google Earth. 

LEDBURY SNT 

RISE IN HEATING OIL THEFTS 
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Cradley Mathon & Storridge 

TEENY TOTS 
play group 

 

welcomes parents or carers and little ones 
(age 0-5) to stay and play. 

 

Thursdays 10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon 
(£2 per family, includes a snack) 

 
 

Come and join in! 
 

For information please contact: 

Rachel: 07790890183  
 Annie: 01886 880964  

'Elgar comes to Bosbury'  
Music for violin and piano, including 

the magnificent  

Violin Sonata 

John Parsons and Roger Allen  

Saturday, 7th May  

at 7.00 p.m. 

in Bosbury Church  

Entry £10 
In aid of Bosbury Church Organ 

Restoration Fund  

For further details contact  

Esther Kay 01531 670634  

A CARD GAME CALLED BRIDGE 

I am thinking of running a few bridge classes, either in 
July and August, as some of us prefer to take our 
holidays during term time, or in the early autumn. 

I thought I would just explain to those who like cards, 
but do not know anything about bridge, how you play 
the game. You do not have to be clever – I am not. 
Also, you do not need to have a fantastic memory – I 
have yellow stickers everywhere!!! 

It would be a friendly hour with tea or coffee. If you 
think you might like to come, please just give me a 
ring or send me an email. I can then see who, if 
anyone, would like to come and we can sort out the 
details. 

ANN CARVER 

01886 880536  
mail@derekandann.co.uk 
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CRADLEY SURGERY 
NEWSLETTER  

Dr Patsy Dye 

Dr Chris Spruce 

 

Eating Well 

With the Easter Bunny visiting many households 
with delicious treats, it is important to mention that 
eating a healthy, balanced diet is an important part 
of maintaining good health, and can help you feel 
your best. This means eating a wide variety of foods 
in the right proportions, and consuming the right 
amount of food and drink to achieve and maintain a 
healthy body weight. 

If you're having foods and drinks that are high in 
fat, salt and sugar, have these less often and in 
small amounts. Try to choose a variety of different 
foods from the 5 main food groups to get a wide 
range of nutrients. For further advice you can con-
tact the surgery and arrange to speak to your GP. 

Holiday Vaccine News 

Now that the world is opening up for holiday/
travelling, please make sure you are up to date with 
your travel vaccines. If you’re planning a holiday 
abroad and want to know your vaccine status, 
please go online and fill in our travel vaccine form. 
Please allow 2 weeks for the vaccine report to be 
completed by our nurse. Once this is completed you 
can then book in for any necessary vaccines. 
https://www.cradleysurgery.nhs.uk/services/ 

Our new telephone system! 

A new telephone system - Surgery Connect (X-
on) has replaced our existing one. Some of our 
patients may have already noticed as this 
change took place on March 9th 2022.  

This new technology is set to improve patient 
access and experience by making it easier for 
patients to get through to a GP and allowing 
them to manage their own appointments. The 
new system offers multiple phone lines and call
-back functionality, helping to manage demand 
better.   

Surgery Connect is integrated with EMIS, our 
clinical system. There is no change to the sur-
gery’s phone number, 01886 880207.  

Incoming and outgoing calls to the surgery are 
recorded. All recordings are stored securely on 
practice premises and are subject to the same 
data protection as other confidential personal 
information held at the 
practice.  

Please bear with us, we 
are learning the new 
phone systems as fast as 
we can! 

Walk to work day 

April 1
st
 is Walk to Work Day.  It may be impractical 

for many of us in our rural location to walk to work; 
however, walking is a very good form of exercise.   

Getting involved in National Walk to Work Day 
on April 1

st
 2022, could help put you on the right 

track to a healthier you. Not only this, but this an-
nual event encourages you to be mindful of your 
carbon footprint. Walking can help to clear the 

mind, burn calories and get your heart pumping. 

Please continue to check our website 
for the latest news and information 
about our services, it may save you a 
call! 

Wishing all our patients a very happy 
and healthy Easter! 

about:blank
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World Autism Acceptance Week, 
28

th
 March - 3

rd
 April 2022. 

World Autism Awareness Day, 
2

nd
 April 2022. 

Autism is a spectrum condition and affects people in 
different ways. Like all people, autistic people have 
their own strengths and weaknesses. Below is a list of 
difficulties autistic people may share, including the two 
key difficulties required for a diagnosis. 

• Social interaction and communication challenges. 

• Repetitive and restrictive behaviour. 

• Over or under sensitivity to light, taste, smell or 
touch. 

• Highly focused interests or hobbies. 

• Extreme Anxiety. 

• Meltdowns or shutdowns. 

Nowadays, there are many ways to help autism 
spectrum disorders, but they can only be reached 
when the person is diagnosed! By becoming aware 
we can help others to get in touch with specialists and 
start a treatment that can increase their wellness. 
Please speak with a GP for more information or 
advice. 

It’s great to be different! 

People with autism spectrum disorders can help 
to make a change in the world — all they need to 
be successful is treatment and support from their 
environment — just take people like Tim Burton, 
Charles Darwin, Bill Gates, and Albert Einstein 
as an example. 

For more information please visit:  

https://www.autism.org.uk/  

 

Children with autism 
disorders are more likely to 
suffer from gastrointestinal 
disorders than other children, 
also more than half of 
children with autism have 
chronic sleep disorders. Autism is significantly 

more common in boys 
than in girls 

mailto:svhbookings@fastmail.co.uk
https://www.autism.org.uk/
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DYSON PERRINS CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND ACADEMY 

Life at Dysons continues apace. Our Year 11 students 
are working fastidiously through their final set of mock 
examinations with the examination season only 6 
school weeks away. They are very much at the 
business end of their compulsory education and it is 
exciting to hear of their varied plans for post-16 
education, apprenticeships and employment. We have 
been really impressed with their engagement in 
breakfast revision sessions, additional after school 
sessions and holiday revision days. Hard work pays 
off! 

Our range and volume of extra-curricular activities 
continues to grow. Our Year 10 football team made it 
through to the last 16 of the English Schools National 
Cup before being narrowly defeated by a school in 
London; a wonderful achievement. Our Year 9 and 
Year 10 teams completing their Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award have been working with Boundless Outdoors 
Activity Centre in preparation for their expedition this 
summer. A Harry Potter themed creative writing 
competition organised by our librarian and our 
Creative Writing Club also proved extremely popular. 
It feels as though the vibrancy of school life has very 
much returned.  

The student leadership team has been discussing 
positive campaigning in recent weeks and ways to 
bring about change. We are now a couple of weeks 
into the horrific situation out in Ukraine. Our student 
leaders are eagerly planning fundraising events and 
donations to support those affected by the conflict. 
Our community challenge week at the end of term will 
take the theme of supporting Ukrainian refugees.  

Best wishes from all at Dyson Perrins.  

MIKE GUNSTON 

Head teacher 

EXCERPTS FROM PARISH 
MAGAZINES 

Cradley Parish Magazine March 1898 (Part 1) 

Entertainment  

The entertainment provided by Messrs Stone and 
their friends at the Boys’ School was a very great 
success and gave much pleasure to a full audience 
who greatly appreciated the acting of the various parts 
as well as the vocal music which was provided 
between them. They were able to hand over the sum 
of two pounds to the Cradley School Committee, 
which will be placed to an account for a Fund with 
which to panel the lower portion of the walls of the 
Boys’ School.  

Baptisms 

Jan.30 Georgina Kate, daughter of William and  
Mary Alice Weaver 

Feb.6 Harold Ernest, son of Richard and Laura  
Prince 

Burials 

Feb.7 George Partridge, aged 69 years 

 11 Agnes Williams, aged 30 years 

 12 Albert Thomas Higgins, aged 1 year 

 15 Margaret Grubb, aged 60 years 

Great sympathy has been felt on all sides for Mr. W. 
E. Williams, of the Neepend (sic) in his recently very 
sad bereavement. 

Contributed by JOAN PROSSER 
Member of the Heritage Group 
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REFUGEE. 

THE EYES OF A CHILD. 

I wait for life to come, 

for death to take it away. 

I have no joy in hope 

yet hope is every breath. 

No place to leave 

no place to go.  

Alone I look at Now. 

Through eyes of death 

I wait. 

JONATHAN CLAY. 

STORRIDGE WI 

In January Storridge WI went out for their “Christmas 
meal” to the Falcon in Bromyard. We had such a 
lovely time with super varied meals. The dessert 
menu was just as varied with home-made ice cream 
and sticky toffee pudding firm favourites. The Falcon 
changes its menu every week. It is good value food, 
generous portions and with helpful, flexible staff. 

In February we had a poetry evening, again with 
such variety from Kipling to Pam Ayres including 
some written by members’ grandchildren 

Along with the village hall committee and the church 
we are organising Storridge’s Jubilee celebrations. On 
the evening of June 4

th
 there will be a Jubilee supper 

in Storridge Village Hall. In May we are providing a 
lunch for the Ledbury Walkers’ group. It is Storridge’s 
turn to send a delegate to the NFWI Annual meeting 
in Liverpool in June. We are planning an outing, 
getting information about a canal boat trip from 
Stourport and a visit to the famous Wilden Church. 

In March our speaker was Jill Salmons, ably assisted 
by her friend Linda. She gave an illustrated talk about 
Peru. Cameloid creatures such as Alpacas and 
Llamas are used for milk and their wool. Textiles have 
been found dating back over two thousand years with 
detailed geometric designs. We also saw ceramics 
also with bold colours and elaborate designs, some 
dating from 600 AD. Costumes were woven, with the 
most elaborate kept for festivals. Jill has a large 
collection and Linda modelled them. When they were 
passed round members were astonished by how 
heavy they were. They were woven from alpaca and 
llama wool. Jill had brought in a collection of hats and 
much hilarity followed when members tried these on.  

In April Angela Hugman is telling us how to get and 
stay fit. 

Visitors always welcome, we are very friendly and 
meet at Storridge Village Hall on the second Thursday 
of the month at 7.30 p.m. Come and join us. 

JOAN PROSSER 

Secretary Storridge WI 
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April 1
st
 1973: BBC Radio 

broadcast an interview with a 
scientist who claimed that research 
had shown that exposure to Dutch 
Elm disease provided a degree of 
immunity to the common cold. 
However, redheads were advised 
to stay well clear of infected trees. 
It was found that the disease could 
cause red hair to first turn yellow 
and then fall out. This was 
because of a similarity between the 
soil where affected trees grew and the blood count of 
redheads. The “scientist” was actually Spike Milligan. 

April 1
st
 1975: An Australian TV news programme 

revealed that the country would soon be converting to 
metric time. Metric time had 100 seconds, to be 
known as millidays, to the minute, 100 minutes or 
centidays, to the hour or deciday, and days would last 
20 hours. The programme received hundreds of calls 
from viewers including one from a man who wanted to 
know how to convert his newly purchased digital 
clock. 

April 1st 1965: BBC TV interviewed the inventor of a 
new technology called “Smellovision.” This would 
allow the transmission of aromas over the airwaves so 
that viewers would sense the smells in the tv studios 
in their own homes. The inventor placed coffee beans 
and onions in the machine and asked viewers if they 
noticed anything at home. Many called in to report the 
smells and some claimed that the onions made their 
eyes water. 

April 1
st
 2000: The Daily Mail reported on the launch 

of a new range of socks, known as Fatsox. Fatsox 
were designed to draw fat out of sweaty feet. As the 
wearer’s body temperature rose the socks, made from 
the polymer FloraAstraTetrazine, were claimed to 
draw excess lipid out of the body through the sweat. 
The fat would then be removed from the socks by 
simply washing them as usual. 

April 1
st
 2014: The choir of King’s College, Cambridge 

announced in a video that increasingly complex 
safeguarding regulations had made it impossible to 
feature young boys in the choir. They would need to 
rely on older choristers. They wanted to reproduce the 
higher pitch of the younger boys but the older scholars 
had vetoed any “surgical solution”. The authorities 
then adopted a solution suggested by the chemistry 
department of the university – use helium! The video 
demonstrating the use of helium generated nearly 
1,000,000 views on YouTube. 

April 1
st
 1972: The Veterinary Record, the weekly 

journal of the veterinary profession, reported that 
almost two thirds of British households are inhabited 
by a species described as Brunus Edwardii. There 
was a statistically clear link between their numbers 
and the numbers of children in a household. For 

public health reasons it would 
therefore be important to consider 
the diseases prevalent in the 
species. There was a huge 
response from readers and 
correspondence about the article 
continued for months. Brunus 
Edwardii is better known as a 
teddy bear. 

April 1
st
 1981: The Guardian 

reported a scientific breakthrough 
at a research laboratory in Pershore where scientists 
had developed a machine capable of controlling the 
weather within a 5,000-kilometre radius. Britain could 
enjoy long warm summers with rain only at night while 
the rest of Europe would have to put up with whatever 
weather Pershore decided to send in their direction – 
possibly blizzards in Marseilles while Pershore basked 
in the sunshine. Side effects would be relatively minor, 
such as a ten or twelve foot rise in mean sea level. 

April 1
st
 1995: The manufacturers of Polo Mints ran 

advertisements in the national press announcing that 
“in accordance with EEC Council Regulation (EC) 
631/95" they would no longer be producing mints with 
holes. This regulation required all producers of 
“tubular foodstuffs” to delete the holes from their 
products. In order to comply with the regulation, the 
entire existing stock of Polos would be supplied with a 
“Euro Conversion kit” containing twenty 7mm fillers to 
be placed inside the mints. Detailed instructions would 
be included. 

April 1
st
 1996: Virgin Cola ran a series of 

advertisements in British papers announcing a new 
technology built into its product. When the drink 
reached its sell-by date the liquid would react with the 
can to turn the can bright blue. It would therefore be 
unsafe to purchase any blue cans. Virgin’s competitor 
Pepsi had recently launched a new design featuring 
blue cans. 

IAN THOMPSON 

ON APRIL FOOL’S DAY 
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You heard it here first! 

Exciting plans have been finalised for a spectacular 
event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The 
village will join the national celebrations with a day of 
fabulous fun and frolics that will be among the biggest 
and best Cradley has ever seen. The attractions 
include: 

• Spectacular aerial stunts 

• Sohan Kailey, who will entertain children with his 
funky bhangra street dance moves 

• Falconry display 

• A bouncy castle, rodeo 
horse and assault course 
in a special children’s area 

• Novelty dog show 

• Burlesque belly dancers 

• Morris dancers 

• Old-fashioned games 

• Tug of war 

All this plus loads of stalls, lashings of ice-cream, 
oodles of cake, piles of pizza and a whopping hog 
roast. The event will be held at Queenswood with 
ample off-road parking. Entry by programme, £2. 
Don’t go anywhere else that weekend – this will be a 
day to remember. 

How you can help: 

Do you live in Cradley? This is your moment to step 
up and be part of this spectacular fete. The organisers 
need help with the following: 

• Volunteers on the day to man stalls, collect money, 
help with the parking etc. Even an hour or two 
would be a great help. Contact Jan Dampney - 
01886 880316 or jan@dampney.plus.com 

• Cakes – you can never have too many cakes. 
Contact Jane Howe 01886 880220 

• Bric-a-brac – get rid of unwanted household items, 
maximum five pieces. No rubbish please. Contact 
Ian Bailey 07580281888 ianbailey@hotmail.co.uk 

• Items for the tombola stall. Contact Jan Dampney 
01886 880316 jan@dampney.plus.com 

• Ladies’ summer clothes, jewellery and accessories 
for the preloved stall “The Stock Exchange”. A 
maximum of six pieces of clothing in new condition 
per donation. No men’s or children’s items and 
strictly no jumble. Contact Judi Creed-Newton 
01886 880534 or creednewton2@btinternet.com  

The weekend in events across the three villages: 

Thursday June 2
nd

  

9.45 p.m. Cradley: The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee beacon is lit.  A site has 
now been secured for our own beacon 
so watch this space for more details.  

Friday June 3
rd

 

Mathon: A Mathon Platinum Experience ploughman’s 
lunch at 1.00 p.m. in the church / churchyard, followed 
by a treasure hunt (on foot) for adults and children. 
Then tea and cake back in the church / churchyard. 
£25 for two adults and two children. Any other 
accompanying children aged between 5 and 10 £5. 
Tickets from Sally 01886 880155 or Karen 01684 
541943. 

Cradley: 7.00 p.m. Music for Her Majesty St James’ 
Church. A concert by local musicians organised by 
John Parsons. Entry by programme at the door, £8. 
Refreshments will be available after the concert. 

Saturday June 4
th

: 

Cradley 11.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. Platinum Jubilee Fete, 
Queenswood. Details above 

Storridge: 7.30 p.m. Jubilee Supper – Three course 
meal with tea and coffee, £10, in the village hall. 
Proceeds to the Food Bank. Menu to be confirmed. 

Sunday June 5
th

:  

Cradley: The Big Lunch on the church lawn. Bring a 
blanket and a picnic. A community event with music. 
There will also be a bar and tea and coffee will be 
available. 

CLARE GOGERTY 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Cradley Platinum Jubilee fete Saturday June 4
th

 2022 
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EMAIL ADDRESSES 

Send articles and enquiries to 

Editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Send advertisements and notices to 

Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

MATHON PARISH HALL 

EXERCISE CLASS 

THURSDAYS  

10.00 a.m to 11.00 a.m. 

Do join us at our friendly exercise class: 

a tutored routine designed for the mature individual, 

covering the whole body and focusing on stretching. 

You’ll feel more flexible rather than exhausted! 

£4 per session 

For further information ring Sue on  

01886 880541. 

DIGGING DEEPER: EXPLORING 
THE BIBLE  

An Online Study Course  

offered by Michael Llewellyn Jones, a Licensed 
Reader in the Hop Parishes, 

under the auspices of the Deanery of Ledbury. 

The course will run after Easter, from 7.30 p.m. to 
9.00 p.m. on a weekday evening, with the day of the 
week chosen by agreement between the participants. 

• The first session will be in week commencing 18 
April. 

• The course will initially run for 6 weeks, introducing 
the nature and context of the scriptural materials. 

• After a summer break, we will recommence on a 
date to be agreed between the participants and 
complete the remainder of the course. 

• I successfully ran the course in the Hop Churches 
group throughout 2021 with the full backing of 
Team Rector Mandy Williams. 

• The content of the course has recently been 
endorsed by Bishop Richard. 

• Anyone who is interested in participating should 
email me directly at: 

mikellywelynjones@hotmail.co.uk 

FRIENDS OF CRADLEY SCHOOL  
(FOCS) 

At long, long, last, we have managed to hold our first 
FoCS event this year! Despite all our preparations, 
storm Eunice got the better of us before February half 
term and we had to wait a little bit longer for our hot 
chocolates on Marshmallow Friday. Our hardy helpers 
braved the rain, as did our fantastic queue of 
customers! Indoors we also had a great team of 
helpers collecting donations in exchange for good 
quality used school uniform.  

At time of writing, we are planning Mother's Day 
hampers and Easter competitions to help raise funds 
for school. We have an Easter colouring competition 
and guess the number of eggs in a jar, which gets 
more challenging the higher your school year. We 
would be really grateful if you, or if you know of any 
local businesses who, would like to sponsor or donate 
towards some of our events. Please do let the school 
know as this is proving quite tricky this year. 

We are on the lookout for two key volunteers to fill 
our essential FoCS roles of treasurer and co-chair, 
and would like to say a huge thankyou to both Edwina 
and Emma L for all their support and for doing such 
an amazing job for FOCS. 

Please remember to donate used, wearable clothes 
for our Rags to Riches collection this month on 27th 
April 2022. And if you shop online, we'd really 
appreciate your help at no extra cost to you … Please 
take part in Easyfundraising: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
friendsofcradleyschool 

or feel free to take part in the School Lottery: 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/
cradley-ce-primary-school 

We are really looking forward to seeing you when we 
join in the village Platinum Jubilee celebrations on 4th 
June. 

Many thanks for all your support, 

ANNIE AND KITTY 

and all the FoCS team. 
 

mailto:mikellywelynjones@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofcradleyschool
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofcradleyschool
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/cradley-ce-primary-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/cradley-ce-primary-school


19 

 

Maths Team Champions! Our Year 4 Maths Team 
competed last week in the Lucton School Maths 
Challenge.  

They all showed fantastic teamwork, which resulted 
in Oliver H and Rory being crowned the winners! We 
are incredibly proud of the team - Oliver H, Rory, 
Sophia and Naomi, and thank them for representing 
the school so well. 

The Hive Trip: This month both Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 have enjoyed trips to The Hive library in 
Worcester. 

Our Key Stage 2 children had a wonderful morning 
learning all about the library. They rated books and 

decided whether they wanted to read them or not, 
they learned how the books in the children’s area are 
organised and spent some time reading in the 
‘Cheese Wall’. They had a tour of the whole building 
and learned about the machine that sorts the returned 
books and sends them to the correct floor. All in all, 
they really enjoyed their visit and learned lots! 

#LetGirlsPlay: Girls from Reception all the way up to 
Year 6 joined in with the biggest girls’ football match 
across the country. 

Girls from all across the UK played football at the 
same time in their different schools. They all had a 
great time and it was brilliant to see so many children 
joining in! #LetGirlsPlay 

CRADLEY SCHOOL 

CRADLEY CHURCH 200 CLUB 
WINNERS 

1st Tony Madsen 
2nd Barbara Baler 
3rd John Edgar 
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This month is ideal for viewing the Beehive star 
cluster (Praecipe) 550 lightyears away, in the 
constellation of Cancer, most beautiful in 10x 50mm 
aperture binoculars high in the sky to the south below 
the Plough which is currently near overhead. See link 
1 at the end of the article for a map.  

Returning to my previous theme, a recent report has 
shown that global warming is accelerating at a rate 
now almost out of control, raising temperatures by 
several degrees Centigrade by the end of the century. 
We have dug up in only 150 years what was laid down 
in carbon from dead trees as coal over hundreds of 
thousands of years, burning it back into the 
atmosphere as carbon dioxide, adding to that 
occurring naturally, so increasing Earth’s insulating 
thermal blanket. The biodiversity of our environment 
on land and in the ocean cannot keep up with the 
changes. Even small changes can have chain 
reaction results which may eradicate many species 
within a century. Whether we can adapt to it, is 
questionable.  

Last month, I said that most stars have planets 
orbiting them and described methods used for 
detecting the largest ones from their parent star’s 
wobble as they orbit around their common centres of 
mass balance. Another way is using sensitive high-
resolution spectrometers which are used for the 
analysis of starlight to determine stellar properties. 
They show the surface brightness of stars as they 
vary across their colour spectra, according to their 
atomic elements, pressure and temperature. For 
those interested in how they work, see link 2 below. 
The element Helium was first discovered in the Sun 
this way.  

Just like a car horn pitch varying when approaching 
or receding, for a multiple star or star-planetary 
system, the spectral features show wavelength shift 
oscillating in their positions, as the star moves 
forwards and backwards in its orbit with respect to the 
Earth. In the cases of transits across the face of the 
star, sometimes the spectral features slightly change 
as a very small fraction of the light passes through the 
edge and out of the atmosphere of the planet, 
revealing information about its composition. 

I concluded in “Are we alone in the universe?” that 
the detection of a planet that went through a similar 
critical evolutionary process as our own leading to a 
sustainable civilisation, would be the extremely low in 
probability. The chances must be boosted enormously 
by the number of planets in the observable universe 
but they would then be even less likely detectable. 
The further the distance then the longer the time taken 
for light to get to us. For a communication, if 
technically possible, would involve a round trip for the 
signal. Even in our galaxy most stars are thousands of 
light-time years away, up to 100,000, many millions 
for other galaxies which is a long time to wait for a 

reply, by which time the civilization would probably 
have gone. So, it is just a model idea. An actual single 
detection leading to existence, would change 
everything. 

I now describe the reasons for perception of 
‘existence’ of the universe itself, including ourselves. 

The only absolute values in nature are the physical 
constants, including the speed of light, Plank’s 
constant that relates energy and time and other 
constants. This includes the strength of the four 
known forces of nature: the gravitational constant, the 
charge on the electron that sets the strength of the 
electromagnetic - electrostatic field, the weak force 
(responsible for holding the nucleus together, and 
when it breaks down causes radioactivity), and the 
strong force (which makes nuclear particles distinct 
and what they are). Everything else is observer 
dependent... that is distance, time, physical mass, 
concepts of energy, colours and brightness, etc. All 
we have is models to explain the observational data, 
and they are all observer-dependent.  

For a star to form out of primordial hydrogen and 
helium clouds it must first collapse gravitationally, to 
huge density, to the point where heat generated has 
difficulty in escaping and the core temperature 
reaches 15,000,000° at which point the hydrogen 
atoms overcome their natural electrostatic repulsion 
and fuse together in a nuclear reaction process to 
form helium, releasing the energy that we receive. A 
series of reactions occur as with massive stars that 
can only start with a fusing of helium to form carbon at 
150,000,000°.  The same carbon that we are made of. 
For this process to happen is absolutely dependant on 
the physical constants of nature.  

If these were not exactly the values that they are, 
stars could not be formed, or they would rapidly 
explode, not allowing for any development of planets 
and so, human life. The four known forces of nature, 
with their massively differing strengths, hold 
everything in balance. Even a 1% change in values 
would prevent the universe evolving to create the 
elements that resulted in us. So, we would not exist to 
ask any question! That turns an incredible 
improbability into a definite certainty! The universe 
cannot have any other values for us to perceive it, and 
so makes the whole universe observer-dependent. 
The universe is then a consequence of our existence 
and vice versa! (The Strong Anthropic Principle). This 
is like applying a specific requirement filter in a 
Google shopping search. A case where there can only 
be one match; the rest are not matches and do not 
come up. The search operator applied the filter in 
order to get the match, before that, there were only 
possibilities but no knowledge. If the observer has no 
a-priori knowledge then their observation is the 
detection-existence process, nothing existed for them 
until it was observed to be so. More next time.  

OUR UNIVERSE AND EXISTENCE 



21 

 

Other common Q&As: Is teleportation possible? 
What was before the beginning of the Universe and 
will it end? What is outside the universe? Why is the 
sky dark at night? (a serious question). Multiple 
universes? A model visualising the surface of an 
expanding balloon answers all - I will explain, watch 
this space! To be continued. 

CHRIS BADDILEY 

Link 1  
https://www.constellation-guide.com/praesepe-m44-
the-beehive-cluster/ 

Link 2  
http://www.vikdhillon.staff.shef.ac.uk/teaching/phy217/
instruments/phy217_inst_basicspect.html 

[Editor’s note – We apologise for the inadvertent 
duplication of part of the previous article in this series. 
This was due to an error in our editorial process, not a 
mistake by the author.] 

THE HELICOPTER RIDE 

Walter took his wife to the state fair every year and 
every time he would say to her “Ethel, you know I’d 
love to go for a ride in that helicopter.” But Ethel would 
always reply “I know that Walter, but that helicopter 
ride is £50 and £50 is £50.” 

Finally, they went to the fair and Walter said to Ethel 
“You know Ethel, I’m 87 years old now.  
If I don’t ride that helicopter this year, I may never get 
another chance.” Once again Ethel replied “Walter, 
you know that ride is £50 and £50 is £50.”   

This time the helicopter pilot overheard the couple’s 
conversation and said “Listen folks, I’ll make a deal 
with you. I’ll take you both for a ride. If you can both 
stay quiet for the entire ride and not say a word, I 
won’t charge you. But if you say one word it’s £50.” 

Walter and Ethel agreed and up they went in the 
helicopter. The pilot performed all kinds of fancy 
moves and tricks but not a word was said by either 
Ethel or Walter.  The pilot did his death-defying tricks 
over and over again but still there wasn’t as much as 
one word said. 

When they finally landed the pilot turned to Walter 
and said “Wow! I’ve got to hand it to you. I did 
everything I could to get you to scream or shout out 
but you didn’t. I’m really impressed.” 

Walter replied “Well, to be honest, I almost said 
something when Ethel fell out but, you know, £50 is 
£50.” 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHRIS ORFORD 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB 

EVENTS FOR APRIL 2022 

As the lighter, longer and warmer evenings return, it’s 
time to start working in the garden as a way of burning 
off all those extra Easter chocolate calories!!  

Don’t forget that for just 5p a day you could join the 
growing club membership, this also includes annual 
Royal British Legion membership along with its 
quarterly magazine and, you don’t need to be ex-
services to join. 

Coming up this month:  

BINGO! Saturday April 9
th

 8.00 p.m. start 

Grab your dabbers, it’s BINGO time! Join Kath 
Munrowd for a fantastic night of bingo fun with great 
prizes on offer and a sociable evening to be had by 
all. 

Pub Marathon! Saturday April 30
th

 from 8:30 p.m. 

Come along for our ever-popular Pub Marathon, have 
a drink and see if you have a competitive 
streak...There’s a variety of games in a different 
format, making for a level playing field whatever your 
age and ability. There’s a prize for the inner, are you 
feeling lucky? 

Don’t forget if you’re organising an event, take the 
headache out of bar planning and book our outside 
bar. For further details please pop in and chat with 
Trina or give us a call on 01886 880552. Alternatively, 
why not hire all or part of the club for your event. 

To keep up to date with all our events, see future 
copies of the Newsletter, click on the village diary, 
subscribe to our newsletter and find us on Facebook. 

We look forward to welcoming you to all our events, 

JOANNE 

Club  Secretary / Treasurer 

https://www.constellation-guide.com/praesepe-m44-the-beehive-cluster/
https://www.constellation-guide.com/praesepe-m44-the-beehive-cluster/
http://www.vikdhillon.staff.shef.ac.uk/teaching/phy217/instruments/phy217_inst_basicspect.html/
http://www.vikdhillon.staff.shef.ac.uk/teaching/phy217/instruments/phy217_inst_basicspect.html/
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I can’t start this column without reflecting on the 
terrible war in Ukraine. I’m sure that like me you’ve all 
been horrified by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and 
the unfolding tragedy there. If any of you reading this 
have friends or family there, my heart goes out to you; 
I hope the people you love are safe. I’ve been moved 
to see how people here have rallied to support the 
refugees with donations and offers of accommodation. 
I do hope that now we will start to enable people 
fleeing violence to find safety here. 

Closer to home, I’ve been chasing Balfour Beatty to 
clear ‘Cradley Lake’ outside the surgery on the B4220. 
I went to take photos and poke at the drains at the 
weekend, and was horrified to see a group of cyclists 
coming through southbound only a few seconds after 
a car went through the other way, forced onto the 
wrong side of the road by the floodwater – a few 
seconds earlier and there could have been a nasty 
accident. I really feel it’s very dangerous and have 
escalated this to the cabinet member for highways to 
ask for urgent action to clear the flood. I also feel that 
action is needed to deal with the source of the 
problem. I’m sure we’ve all seen the large volumes of 
water and silt pouring off the field above Chockbury 
Lane during heavy rain; it is such a shame to see all 
that soil literally washed down the drain. 

Talking of road safety, earlier this month I met the 
new Chief Constable of West Mercia Police, Pippa 
Mills. I was impressed by her no-nonsense approach. 
She asked councillors to report key concerns, and I 
spoke about road safety. I specifically gave the 
example of the B4220 in Cradley where we are unable 
to run a community speed watch because the average 
traffic speed is too fast – but we cannot get a mobile 
speed camera because the volume of traffic is too low 
– a complete Catch 22. She promised to look into the 
situation and I will follow up with her. 

One issue that I am often asked is how highways 
issues are prioritised by the council and Balfour Beatty 
– how is it decided which roads are resurfaced, which 
potholes are filled, etc? For example, there are at 
least 5 roads in Cradley alone where residents want 
resurfacing – the B4220, Pixiefields, Buryfields, 
Chapel Lane and Rectory Lane. The short answer is 
that there is a thing called the ‘prioritisation matrix’ 
which looks at the type of road, volume of traffic etc. 
This is used to decide what works to prioritise – so, for 
example, A roads are proactively inspected much 
more frequently than U roads, and potholes on A 
roads are fixed much more quickly than those on U 
roads (roads are classified as A, B, C, and U for 
unclassified). I have asked for a quick guide to this 
process to be produced for the council website, as I 
think it would help reduce misunderstandings; I’ll let 
you know when it’s done. 

Meanwhile I have arranged to do a ‘ward tour’ next 
week with our Balfour Beatty Locality Steward, Mike 
Brookes. I have a long list of issues to look at with him 

(including the roads named above); please feel free to 
let me know if there is anything you would like me to 
add to this list. 

Please do also remember to report any road defects 
– potholes, blocked drains, fly-tipping, flooding etc – to 
the council via the website https://
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it or by phone 
to 01432 261800 as quickly as you can. This is really 
very helpful indeed. The quicker an issue is reported, 
the quicker we can get it fixed!  

I’m still doing monthly ‘Sunday Service’ clean-ups 
(most recently in Acton Green last Sunday). My next 
one will be on Sunday April 3

rd
 – do let me know if 

you’d like to join in! Also, if you would like to organise 
your own community litter picking, you can get a free 
kit from the council – details here: https://
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-problem/litter/4. It 
contains half a dozen very useful ‘grabbers’ plus 
heavy-duty sacks and hoops. 

Now for a couple of quick reminders about broader 
council-related things: 

• The council has been able to top up all of the 
‘Shop Local’ cards with an extra £10, so please do 
remember to spend this before 31

st
 March to 

support the local economy! 

• And the council is currently consulting on our 
proposed new supplementary planning guidance 
on environmental building standards. The 
consultation is open until April 13th 2022. Info is 
here: https://consultations.herefordshire.gov.uk/
consultations where you can also sign up for alerts 
about future consultations on any topic. 

And finally, as always, please do get in touch if 
there’s anything you’d like my help with. If you’d like to 
talk to me in person, please do come along to one of 
my surgeries (drop in, no appointment needed): 

• Bishops Frome Village Centre, 3
rd

 Tuesday of 
each month, 1.00-2.30 p.m. 

• Cradley Village Hall, 3
rd

 Thursday of each month, 
1.00-2.30 p.m. 

Alternatively, you can phone me on 01531 670729 
(landline) or 07950 714947 (mobile) or email me at 
ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk. 

ELLIE CHOWNS 

HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE 

mailto:Ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk
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Dogs and Children’s play areas: Following the 
mysterious removal of the sign prohibiting dogs from 
the Chapel Lane play area, the PC was inundated 
with emails from concerned members of the 
community, including dog owners. In response the 
Council authorised the purchase of an appropriately 
worded sign and this has now been delivered and 
fixed to the gate. Further measures are also being 
considered to ensure the health and safety of our 
children and young adults in all our play areas. 

Sensory Garden Project: The PC was fortunate to 
receive funding from Herefordshire Council to develop 
a sensory garden within the Chapel Lane play area. 
The first three trees have been planted and the cherry 
Accolade will be flowering shortly whilst the six 
remaining trees will be planted soon. The PC also 
agreed to buy benches and planters from 
Sustainability. We hope the sensory garden will be 
used by many of our parishioners who wish to sit 
quietly and enjoy the sensory environment that will 
provide the setting and backdrop to the seating areas. 

Recruitment of Parish Clerk: The parish Council is 
working with HALC (Herefordshire Association of 

Local Councils) to recruit a new Clerk/RFO 
(Responsible Financial Officer).  Interested persons 
should contact: lynda@halchereford.gov.uk for an 
application form. 

Condition of Roads: Ongoing issues concerning the 
poor condition of some roads, as well as road safety 
aspects, were raised with the Ward Councillor. 

Reserves Policy: A new policy for reserves was 
adopted and will be displayed on the website. 

Grants: Various grants and donations were approved 
- to the Jubilee Fete, Cradley graveyard maintenance, 
and the Malvern Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (see our website for details). 

Risk Register: It was agreed to do further work on 
the risk register, particularly in relation to activities 
undertaken by the Parish Council. 

IAN EDGAR 

Parish Councillor 

CRADLEY AND STORRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

It’s back! 
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EVERGREEN CLUB 

It’s great to be back into our regular club meetings 
without worrying too much about the dreaded Covid, 
obviously being careful and not being too blasé about 
it all. 

Well, spring is definitely on its way, the clocks will be 
going forward on March 27

th
 and we have a wonderful 

display of daffodils here at Nethergreen. It looks as if 
the mower will have to be used quite soon too, that’s if 
we can afford the fuel!! 

Our meeting on March 7
th
 was very well attended 

which was very reassuring. We arranged the chairs in 
a circle and 19 of us contributed in many ways, either 
recalling childhood memories, reciting poetry, 
favourite poems and stories from school or present-
day favourites. I was very pleasantly surprised and 
proud of the way everyone participated and we all 
enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon. 

We all enjoyed a lovely tea of gooseberry sponge 
and raspberry jam scones. Thank you, Ava, for your 
delicious afternoon tea and Jo for doing the raffle. 

Our thoughts are with John Davies and Jean Horne 
(Cradley). John is making great progress and also 
Jean. We send them our love. 

We shall be having our spring lunch (hopefully) on 
Monday April 4

th
 when we are anticipating a full 

house. Monday April 18
th
 will be Easter Monday bank 

holiday so we shan’t meet that day. But we shall meet 
again on Monday May 2

nd
 from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. 

A little thought to finish on – If you cannot do great 
things, do small things in a great way. Speak soon, 
keep safe, lots of love. 

CHRIS ORFORD 

Club leader 01886 880387 

http://www.cradley.org.uk/
http://www.cradley.org.uk/
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Cradley WI held its annual meeting on March 3
rd

. It 
was lovely to see so many members at this, the last of 
our morning meetings. Spring is on the way with the 
return of evening meetings from April. 

The meeting began with the usual formalities of an 
annual meeting. A new committee was elected, the 
financial report adopted and there was a secret ballot 
for the post of President. In addition, Cradley WI also 
adopted a new bye-law allowing dual members to 
stand for committee.  

A new member was welcomed to the existing 
committee, and the outgoing acting President thanked 
the previous President, Maureen, in her absence, for 
her friendship, help and support, during her time at 
Cradley WI. She also thanked the committee for their 
hard work and commitment throughout the year and 
last, but by no means least, WI members were also 
thanked for their support, without whom there would 
be no Cradley WI. 

Before the serious business of refreshments and 
social time with friends, there was much business to 
discuss. Members were reminded that a new 
subscription year was due to start in April at the rate 
of £44 for the coming year. The pancake lunch held 
on Shrove Tuesday had been a great success. 

Members were informed about forthcoming 
Federation social events, a theatre trip to Cardiff in 
May and a coach to the Festival of Quilts in August. A 
paper copy of the Federation newsletter is returning 
next month, and all WI members are to receive one. 
We also discussed the Cogan Cup, a county 
competition for the spoken word. In addition to this, WI 
members Joy and Cherril had recently attended a 
Climate Café, organised by the Federation Climate 
Ambassador, and reported back to members. 

The committee proposes to hold outings this coming 
year, and members were given a selection of 
locations from which to choose. Members were 
reminded that the March Lunch Club was due to be 
held at The Scrumpy House, Much Marcle, on March 
10

th
. 

Our speaker next month is Sarah Clarke, our local 
Community First Responder, speaking about not just 
her new role but also her life as a paramedic. There 
will also be a short CPR demonstration. Members 
were asked to bring in a handcrafted heart in any 
medium to accompany this and reminded that the 
monthly raffle will be making a welcome return.  

Finally, members were informed about one final 
Zoom presentation to be held on March 14

th
 which 

promises to be a good evening and gives us all the 
opportunity to get together with Maureen who will be 
joining us.  

This newly elected President would like to thank all 
Cradley WI members for their help and support during 
the last six months. We very warmly welcome both 
members and visitors alike, so should you wish to join 
us or know more, then please contact our Secretary 
on 01886 880525 or come along to Cradley Village 
Hall for 7:30 p.m. on Thursday April 7

th
. 

JOY EDWARDS 

President, Cradley WI 

CRADLEY WI 
March Meeting 

mailto:sue.ronan.me.uk
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TWO LENT LUNCHES 

COMMUNITY CHARITY LUNCHES  

for the work in UKRAINE of  

‘MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES 

-Doctors Without Borders- 

Cradley Church 

Tuesday 5 April / Tuesday 12 April 

12.00 noon till 2.00 p.m. 

 

Soup, bread, cheese and water 

Come and go as you please 

 

Please give generously! 

http://www.okcradley.com/
http://www.cradleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.cradleyvillagehall.org.uk/
http://www.cradleysurgery.nhs.uk/
http://cradley.org.uk/
http://www.mathonparishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.cradleychurch.org.uk/
http://www.storridgevillagehall.com/
http://www.cradleyschool.org.uk/
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On the fourth Sunday of every month from April to 

September, the Yard at Crowcroft Farm, near Leigh 

Sinton, will again be transformed into a fantastic 

Farmer’s and Arts & Crafts market. The opening 

market for this year is on Sunday April 24
th
 starting at 

10.30am. 

Throughout the summer last year Crowcroft market 

saw fantastic backing for the small businesses it 

showcases, as local communities have flocked to 

enjoy its mixture of artisan food, crafts, dog shows, 

wildlife exhibitions and its resident plant nursery 

Wykeham Gardens. The event has something for 

everyone, including a bouncy castle for younger family 

members and organiser Rachael Nitz admits to being 

really pleased that both traders and visitors have 

supported the market so well. 

“We have been overwhelmed by the number of 

enquiries we have had for stalls and are constantly 

looking to provide a wide range of things for 

customers to enjoy. Crowcroft is a market for all the 

family. The dog shows are particularly popular, with 

everyone enjoying watching some great fun classes. 

We have been really heartened by the number of local 

people coming and enjoying what the market offers.” 

The range of food and drink encompasses everything 

from Indian snacks to traditional sweets, to award 

winning preserves, organic vegetables, bread, and 

wonderful cheeses. There’s also hot food and drink 

available courtesy of the farm selling their meat and 

burgers, as well as spit roast chickens. The high-

quality crafts include jewellery, art, soaps, and a host 

of individual handmade delights. 

So, if you want to enjoy great family fun this spring & 

summer, why not go along to Crowcroft Market, and 

support local businesses. The Dog show starts at 

12.30 and all entries are welcome. Rachael, her team 

and all the stallholders would love to see you. 

Market Magic at Crowcroft 
The Yard @ Crowcroft, Leigh Sinton WR13 5ED 

crowcroftmarket@btinternet.com 01684 578381 / 07976 444618 

SPRING FLOWERING SHRUBS 

& PERENNIALS READY NOW 

WE ALSO STOCK 

Advertorial 

mailto:crowcroftmarket@btinternet.com


** Please send your adverts and notices to Adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk** 

28 

Please mention the Newsletter when responding to advertisements. 

MASSAGE AND/OR WELLBEING 

COACHING 

MASSAGE for your painful  

back/shoulders/legs/arms/feet 

Plus COACHING enables you to  

help yourself when suffering from  

Chronic on-going conditions   

Relax with Aromatherapy oils  

Create a more comfortable life and feel  
more in control of your symptoms 

 
CALL NOW - FREE 30 min assessment  

FRAN DOIDGE fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk    

www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk  

01886 880100/07974 400575 

ANYONE FOR TABLE TENNIS? 

Table and equipment available for use 
at 

STORRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

£7.00 per hour 

(Discounts during school holidays) 

Contact Liz Kabani for details on 

07518 328435 

An adult must make the booking and accompany 

children under the age of 16 at all times  

mailto:fran@coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
http://www.coachingforwellbeing.co.uk
mailto:ellen@hillviewsoftfurnishings.co.uk
mailto:contact@dmproperty.services
http://www.facebook.com/dmpropertyservices9
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R.S.B. DECORATIONS 
Professional Painting and Decorating 

 

All aspects of Decorating undertaken 

Est. 34 years 

   01905 821453 / 07851 225277 

email:   roger.bent@btinternet.com  

• Interiors & Exteriors  

• Wooden flooring        
renovation 

• Granite worktop re-
pairs 

• Application of Epoxy 
floor paint for garages, 
cellars, sheds etc.                        

• Sash Windows  

• Kitchen units          
hand painted  

• End of tenancy     
freshen-up 

• Specialists in Black & 
White, Historic and 
Listed buildings 

 

Working at Height Specialists   Confined Space Contractor 
Rope Access (IRATA) Qualified   City & Guilds Certified 
 

Industrial: 

Silo clean/inspection  Confined space consultancy 

Tank clean/inspection  Confined space audits 

Roof inspection/repair Stand by rescue teams 

Gutter clean   Confined space entry 

Jet washing   Cladding repair 
Professional drone survey   

Domestic: 

Roof repairs   Window clean  

Tree work   Jet washing   

Gutter clean   Professional drone survey 
 

For a free quote please contact Richie 

M: 07968 967 214 

E: info@severnaccess.co.uk  

W: www.severnaccess.co.uk 

BED & BREAKFAST 
at 

QUEENSWOOD CRADLEY 

Please phone  
Pauline or Stuart Diplock  

to book 
01886 880078 

https://malvernhillsbandb.uk/ 

mailto:roger.bent@btinternet.com
mailto:info@severnaccess.co.uk
http://www.severnaccess.co.uk
https://malvernhillsbandb.uk/
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Paul J. Rowe 
 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 

Experienced    •   Professional 
Reliable    •   Friendly 

07815 657472 

Or Facebook  
P J Rowe Painting & Decorating  

Pussy Cat Cattery 

 

    
Luxury Boarding Cattery in an idyllic, 
safe and calm location for cats only. 

Seville Cottage, 
Suckley, Worcester, 

WR6 5EQ 
 

www.pussycatcattery.co.uk  
 

01886 884867 
Viewings are most welcome 

www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage 

Three Counties  
Chimney Sweep 
*Trading Standards Approved* 

 

*All Chimneys and Flues Swept 
*Cowl and Pot Fitting Service 
*Stove and Liner Installations 
*Nest and Blockage Removal 
*Stack and Roof Repairs 
*Fully Insured 

 Call Ian on:                 
Tel: 01684 891005     Mob: 07403 277 436 

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep   
 

R K Construction 

 Extensions 
 ground works 
 general building 
 maintenance  
 landscaping works 

plus intricate brickwork projects  

City & Guilds trained with over 30 years experience 
 

Tel: 07774 239932  
Email: rkconstruction@btinternet.com 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 

FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 

 Tuesdays 4.15 pm 7 to 9 years 

  4.45 pm 2 to 4 years 

 Wednesdays 4.00 pm Reception & Year 1 

 Fridays 3.45 pm 2 to 4 years 

 Saturdays  10.00am 5 to 7 years 

  11.00am 3 to 5 years 

Classes for all ages Ballet, Modern and Tap. 
Performance Groups. Regular shows.  

RAD & ISTD Examinations  

Opportunities to be in professional shows.  

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

PRIVATE HIRE TAXI 

Professional   Prompt   Friendly 

Based in Cradley 

All UK Airports, Business Trips, 

Sporting Events, Parties, etc. 

Long and Local Trips 

Booking Essential 

Call Richard 07990 552531 

https://www.facebook.com/pjrowe73
http://www.pussycatcattery.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SevilleCottage
mailto:rkconstruction@btinternet.net
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
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Little Growbags Children’s Nursery 

 
Hunters Moon, Bransford, WR6 5JB 

www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk 

‘Nurturing your child through play to their full potential’ 
Open 7.45 a..m. - 6.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 

From 3 months - 5 years: OFSTED registered for 37 places 
Small holiday club  :  Home cooked food 

Friendly, caring and flexible  :  Safe dropping off and parking 

Please call us on 01886 833379 

SHAUN’S TYRES, 
BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS 

 

01684 575480 
07557 105233 

 
UNIT 1 SPRING COURT, SPRING LANE SOUTH 

MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE 
WR14 1AT 

 

30 YEARS OF RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT SERVICE 

SPORTS THERAPY MASSAGE 

 

Backache, Stiff Neck, Painful Knees, Arms or Legs? 
Don’t suffer; call and book a sports therapy massage, 

a remedial massage that can give pain relief 
to those aching muscles 

 

JULIA ADAMS – Holistic Therapist 
01886 832641/07968 726651 

Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton 
Bowen Technique, Aromatherapy, Indian Head Massage 

and Sports Therapy Massage 

Fully Qualified Local Electrician                           
for all your Household Electrical needs. 

Also Heavily Experienced in Commercial and 
Industrial Electrics, as well as Testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mark 
Williams, for a free quote. 

 

 

Which trusted 

 www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  
mark@mawilliamselectrical.co.uk  

Tel: 07966 984893 

 

Learn to play… 
 

Saxophone, Clarinet, Flute, Trumpet/Cornet 
 

All ages welcome 
 

Contact: Baz 
01886 880985/07971 247310 

barry.strange1@btopenworld.com 

andysweeps1@gmail.com 

http://www.littlegrowbagsnursery.co.uk
http://www.mawilliamselectrical.co.uk
mailto:mark@mawilliams.co.uk
mailto:barry.strange1@btopenworld.com
http://www.andysweeps.com/
mailto:tylerroberts33@hotmail.com
mailto:tylerroberts33@hotmail.com
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Northdown Curtains 
For a full installation service or self-fit  

We Make:  

 Curtains with hand-sewn headings,  

 Roman Blinds,  

 Also soft furnishings to match if required.  

We have a carefully selected range of fabric books, 

trimmings and hardware catalogues with samples 

available. 

We can supply and fit:  

 Fabrics, Poles, Curtain track,  

 Blind track (manual or  electric).  

 Made to measure Blinds by Intu and Perfect Fit to 

suit your window frame.  

Demo samples available on request.  

For friendly helpful advice or a free quote 

please contact Julie Ball on  

01531 640722  

mobile 07833 703490 

northdowncurtains@gmail.com 

Red Kite 

Pest Control 

Combining Tradition and Innovation 
For all your local Pest Control requirements 

All INSECT,  RODENT and 

 WILDLIFE Pests 

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations 

 

-----------------------——--ALSO-——-------------------- 

TAXIDERMY 
 

I’m interested in purchasing  
unwanted pieces of  

taxidermy 
(for private collection) 

 

Telephone Andy Staples on: 
07977 044987 / 01886 832730 

Simon The Plasterer 

 

15 years experience 

Quick and Reliable 

No Job Too Small 

Free Quotes 

 

Telephone 01886 880399 
Mobile 07599 671911  

Malvern Computers 
 

 

Repair, maintain, install and advise 
01684 561849 or 07852 474673 

malverncomputers@talktalk.net 
www.malvern-computers.co.uk 

IT Support 

Annie Henderson  
Soft Furnishings 

Curtains, blinds, loose covers and 
home accessories made using your 

own fabric 
Alteration service both for soft 

furnishings and clothing also available 

City and Guilds qualified 

For a free quotation please contact: 

01432 820125 

annie@needleseye.me.uk 

mailto:northdowncurtains@gmail.com
mailto:malverncomputers@talktalk.net
http://www.malvern-computers.co.uk
mailto:annie@needleseye.me.uk
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and offering 

home visits 

 

 

     
     

 

Cecilia Hall Dance Centre 
Classes in Great Malvern Tel: 07443 872188 

ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk 

ADULT  DANCE/FIT NESS  

Mondays       10.40am   Ballet 
                       11.45am   FitSteps 
                         1.30pm   Tap 

Tuesdays        9.20am   Pilates 
                      1 0.30am   Tap 
                       11.30am   FitSteps 
                        1 .50pm  Silver Swans Ballet over 55's 

Wednesdays   9.10am   Pilates New class TBC 
                       10.15am   Modern Jazz Dance 
                       11.20am   Ballet 
                       12.30pm   Flamenco 
                         1.45pm   Ballet 
                         2.50pm   Pilates 

Thursdays     10.00am   FitSteps 
   11.15am  Silver Swans Ballet over 55's      
               2.00pm  Silver Swans Ballet  
                              over 55's  New Beg. 
                         3.10pm   Pilates New class TBC 
                         6.30pm   Zumba for mums TBC 

Fridays          10.30am   Silver Swans Ballet over 55's 
                       11.45am   FitSteps 

Saturdays       8.45am   Zumba for mums. TBC 

Sundays          8.45am   Pilates 
                       10.00am   FitSteps 
                       11.15am   Beginners Tap 

Classes must be pre-booked for social distancing. 
Lateral Flow Tests required for some classes. 

http://www.paytons.co.uk/
mailto:ask@paytons.co.uk
http://www.hairandbeautyatthepark.co.uk/
mailto:ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk
http://www.malvernstudios.co.uk/
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Opening Hours 

       Monday       9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m. 
       Tuesday               CLOSED 
       Wednesday  9.00 a.m. ~ 1.00 p.m. 
       Thursday     9.00 a.m. ~ 5.00 p.m.    
       Friday       1.00 p.m. ~ 6.30 p.m. 
       Saturday      8.30 a.m. ~ 12.30 p.m. 

 
Free Parking & Wheelchair Access  

Discounts for Pensioners & Children 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tel: 01531 640799 
www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk 

 
CURTAIN MAKER 
SUE BRADFORD 

 
An Experienced Seamstress 

with a sense of humour 
 

01886 833522 
07812 837936 

 

ACCESS LIFT HIRE  

www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal for flue lining, tree pruning, guttering, painting, aerial 
installations and internal factory works, etc. 

With working heights of up to 9.50m 
Able to fit through 2ft 6in openings 
All have current LOLER certificates 

 

With hire rates from £65 for half day call: 

Louise 07968 963359 or Chris 07710 489575 
 

info@accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 
www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk 

H & J 
Pest Control Services 

Domestic Properties and Commercial Contracts undertaken 
We treat Rats, Mice, Wasps from £45  

Hornets, Fleas, Squirrels, Flies, Moles, Bed Bugs, Rabbits, Birds, Carpet 
Moths/Beetles, Ants… 

Contact Henry Yardley:  07889 782933 

info@hjpc.co.uk                 www.hjpc.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED/ RELIABLE/AFFORDABLE/ALL PESTS TREATED 
FULLY INSURED  • BPCA/RSPH II QUALIFIED 

INSECTS/RODENTS/MOLES 

 

 
 

 

01531 825236 

 

http://www.thebosburybarbers.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
http://www.accesslifthireworcester.co.uk
mailto:info@hjpc.co.uk
http://www.hjpc.co.uk
http://www.getlogs.co.uk/
http://www.crumptonhillfarmshop.com/
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Please let us know if you are planning an event or resuming your activities so we can include your dates. 

APRIL    

Fri 1  Walk to Work Day 

Sat 2 8.00 p.m. Comedy Night at The Royal British Legion Club, Cradley 

Sun 3 3.00 p.m. Worcester Saxophone Quartet Spring Concert at Cradley Church 

Mon 4 1.00 p.m. Evergreen Club Spring Lunch, until 4.00 p.m.. 

Tue 5 12 Noon Lent Lunch at Cradley Church, until 2.00 p.m. 

Wed 6 2.30 p.m. CMS Mothers’ Union meeting. 

Thu 7 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Thu 7 7.30 p.m. Cradley WI meets at Cradley Village Hall. 

Sat 9 8.00 p.m. BINGO at the Royal British Legion, Cradley. 

Tue 12 9.30 a.m. Coffee Morning at Cradley Village Hall, until 12.30 p.m. In aid of Ukraine. 

Tue 12 12 Noon Lent Lunch at Cradley Church, until 2.00 p.m. 

Tue 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley) 

Wed 13 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 14 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Thu 14 7.30 p.m. Storridge WI meets at Storridge V.H. – Talk on Keep and Stay Fit 

Sat 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on 
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley). 

Thu 21 1.00 p.m. Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m. 

Thu 21 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 24 10.30 a.m. Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m. 

Wed 27 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 28 10.00 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until 11.30 a.m. 

Thu 28 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sat 30 8.30 p.m. Pub Marathon at the Royal British Legion, Cradley. 

    

MAY    

Mon 2 2.00 p.m. Evergreen Club meets at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. 

Wed 4 2.30 p.m. CMS Mothers’ Union meeting. 

Thu 5 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Wed 11 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley) 

Thu 12 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Mon 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on 
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley). 

Thu 19 1.00 p.m. Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m. 

Thu 19 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 22 10.30 a.m. Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m. 

Wed 25 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 26 10.00 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until 11.30 a.m. 

Thu 26 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

    

JUNE    

Wed 1 2.30 p.m. CMS Mothers’ Union meeting. 

Thu 2 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Fri 3 1.00 p.m. A Mathon Platinum Experience Lunch and Treasure Hunt 

THREE VILLAGES DIARY OF EVENTS 2022 
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Fri 3 7.00 p.m. “Music for her Majesty” a concert by local musicians in Cradley Church. 

Sat 4 11.00 a.m. Jubilee Fete to be held on the field at Queenswood until 5 p.m. 

Sat 4 7.00 p.m. Jubilee Supper, Storridge Village Hall. 

Sun 5 TBA Big Picnic on Cradley Church Lawns. Full details to follow. 

Wed 8 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 9 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 12 2.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley) 

Thu 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on 
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley). 

Thu 16 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Thu 16 1.00 p.m. Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m. 

Wed 22 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 23 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sat 25 10.00 a.m. Mathon Open Gardens, until 4.00 p.m. 

Sun 26 10.30 a.m. Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m. 

Thu 30 10.00 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until 11.30 a.m. 

Thu 30 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

    

JULY    

Wed 6 2.30 p.m. CMS Mothers’ Union meeting. 

Thu 7 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Tue 12 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for copy of event notices and new advertisements 
(hard copies to postbox on wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley) 

Wed 13 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 14 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sat 16 12.30 p.m. NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for articles and diary entries (hard copies to postbox on 
wall of the Village Store, Bosbury Road, Cradley). 

Wed 20 8.00 p.m. Faithful City Morris Men will be dancing at the Red Lion 

Thu 21 1.00 p.m. Ellie Chowns’ Cradley ward surgery, Cradley Village Hall, until 2.30 p.m. 

Thu 21 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 

Sun 24 10.30 a.m. Crowcroft Market @ The Fold, until 2.30 p.m. 

Wed 27 2.00 p.m. CMS Art Group meet at Storridge Village Hall, until 4.00 p.m. New members 
welcome. 

Thu 28 10.00 a.m. The Leys Coffee Stop, until 11.30 a.m. 

Thu 28 10.00 a.m. Mathon Parish Hall Exercise Class until 11.00 a.m. 
  

Please keep your articles, event notices, diary dates and reports coming in. Please, whenever possible, email your 
contributions to the editorial team at: editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk. 

The Newsletter is published monthly in print and also for online subscribers at cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Please send all advertising bookings and enquiries to the advertising team at:  adverts@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Documents emailed to the team should be in Word or JPEG format. Hard copies can be left in the Newsletter’s mailbox 
fixed to the back wall to the left of the village shop in Bosbury Road, Cradley. Every effort is made to verify the authenticity 
of statements made in the Newsletter, but neither the Editor nor anyone connected with its production and distribution can 
accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies, or for the opinions expressed within it. Neither do they guarantee or 
endorse the services and products advertised.  

The Cradley, Mathon & Storridge Newsletter uses personal data for the purpose of managing the Newsletter, its 
subscriptions, distribution and advertising, the contributions submitted and its finances. Data may be retained for up to 7 
years for accounts and tax purposes and for longer where required by law. If you would like to find out more about how we 
use your personal data or want to see a copy of the information about you that we hold please contact the Newsletter team 
on editors@cmsnewsletter.org.uk 

Editorial Team: Robert Colledge, Antonia Musgrove, Ian Thompson. 

The editor of the May issue will be Antonia Musgrove. 

Compilation Team: Barbara Davies, Pauline Diplock, Jackie White 
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D & G DRAINAGE 
All aspects of drainage installations and repairs  

 
♦ Sewage Treatment Plants ♦ Septic Tanks  

♦ Foul & Storm Drainage ♦ All Groundworks Undertaken   
♦ Foundations ♦ Digger & Driver Hire  

♦ CCTV Camera Inspections 
 Contact Daniel Lowndes for free quotation!  

Tel: 01684 561338; or Mobile: 07875 394571  
E-mail: dan@dgdrainage.com  

Find us on Facebook  

HUNABAN HEATING LTD 
 

Heating Engineers               
 

 
Central heating installations. 
Oil and gas boilers installed, 

serviced and repaired. 
 

Solar panels supplied and installed. 
 

Aga and Rayburn cookers  
serviced and repaired. 

 
Power flushing and upgrading 

of heating systems. 
 

The Uplands, Westfields, Cradley, 
Nr Malvern, Worcs. WR13 5HZ 

Tel/Fax 01886 880260 
Mobile 07771 998238 

hunabanheating@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

Simon Thompson 
Locksmith 

Local trustworthy service by  
retired police officer. 

Doors opened, new locks fitted 
Upvc doors repaired, free security reviews 

Fixed prices and all work guaranteed. 
 

Please call 01886 880956 or 07957 109003 
www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk 

 

 

HEREFORD  01432 267151 

www.steelshereford.com 

HADLEY & SONS, RUNDLEMEAD, MATHON 
    Tel: 01886 880524, or Mobile: 07976 515271 

 *  Forestry and fencing contractors                    *  Landscape gardeners 

 *  Haulage and mechanical excavation              *  Tree advisory service 

 *  Round timber purchased                     *  Tree surgery specialists            
 * Firewood logs for sale                * Saw mills 

 

 

F. W. SPILSBURY 
GEORGIA A. SPILSBURY  

Malvern's longest established  
Independent Funeral Director 

24-hour service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

12 Upper Howsell Road, Malvern, WR14 1TL 

Tel. 01684 892777 

 www.fwspilsbury.co.uk 

fwspilsbury@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

‘don’t get stung’ 
 

FIXED PRICE WASP NEST 

TREATMENT 

TEL: 07968 982111 

mailto:dan@dgdrainage.com
mailto:hunabanheating@btinternet.com
http://www.safehouselocksmiths.co.uk
http://www.steelshereford.com
http://www.fwspilsbury.co.uk
mailto:fwspilsbury@gmail.com


 

A Malvern-based business. 

All aspects of groundworks undertaken. 
Foundations up to DPC 

Civil Engineering, Excavations 
Drainage, Concreting 

Hard Landscaping 

Contact us on 

01684 301765| 07977 141734 

davidmaundpowell@aol.com 

drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 • Plumbing 
• Bathrooms 
• Kitchens 

• Tiling 
• Maintenance 
• General Building 

Work 

Friendly, Honest and Reliable 
Service.  

 

Call Tim Diplock on 

07930 500955 
timdiplock@gmail.com 

 
LUXURY VILLA TO RENT  
In DALYAN, one of the most beautiful  

places in Turkey 

Sleeps 8  

Four double ensuite bedrooms with balconies 

Large private pool  

www.ourvillainturkey.co.uk 
Pauline or Stuart Diplock 

01886 880078 

mailto:davidmaundpowell@aol.com
http://www.drmaundpowellgroundworks.co.uk
mailto:timdiplock@gmail.com
mailto:Joe.brandt@btconnect.com
http://www.acertreeservices.com/
http://www.ourvillainturkey.co.uk
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